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Life in the prose 
Raymont Harris often displays poetry in motion on the football field, but 


that’s not the extent of his “life in the prose.” Harris has written poetry since 
junior high but has never had a work published--until now. See page 11. 


3 Double duty: Is Dave Wannstedt 
spreading himself too thin by serving in 
the demanding dual role as the club’s head 
coach and general manager? 
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Should the 


a general 


manager? 
LARRY MAYER 


COVER STORY 


Giver the Bears’ decline into the 
depths of the NFC Central this season, the 
fashionable thing has been to call for Dave 
Wannstedt to step aside—not as head 

‘ coach but as the club’s pseudo general 
manager. 

But would hiring someone from the 
outside to serve in that capacity with a 
background in scouting, player relations 
and management make that much of a dif- 
ference? In a word, yes. 

Climbing up the side of a skyscraper is 
demanding enough without having to 
worry about building it in the first place. 
Hiring a general manager in the mold of 

‘Green Bay’s Ron Wolf, San Diego’s 

Bobby Beathard or Carolina’s Bill Polian 
would allow Wannstedt to focus all of his 
attention on his first head coaching job. 
' Wannstedt is a proven coach with a 
litany of triumphs criss-crossing the coun- 
try from the University of Pittsburgh to 
Oklahoma State to Southern Cal to the 
University of Miami to the Dallas 
Cowboys. 

Just look at Monday’s stirring 15-13 
win at Minnesota to see Wannstedt’s abil- 
ity to get the most out of his players. Just 
imagine if he had a few more impact play- 
ers who would consistently perform up to 
that high level of intensity. 

Sure, outspoken linebacker Bryan Cox 


questioned the team’s heart in a well-pub- - 


_ licized tirade following a forgettable 37-6 
loss to the hated Green Bay Packers Oct. 
6. But heart isn’t the issue. The real ques- 
tion is whether the Bears have enough tal- 
ent to compete for a championship. 

Surprisingly, Wannstedt is nofthe most 
qualified person to gauge the talent level 
of the Bears. Neither is any general man- 
ager in the league. Or the media. Or even 
the fans. The most qualified people to 
judge the talent level of the Bears are the 
players who line up against them on a 
weekly basis. And you know what? Those 
players have not voted a member of the 
Bears to the Pro Bowl for two straight sea- 


NFL FLAGS 


3x5 Nylon 
$46” All Teams 


COLLEGIATE FLAGS 
IN STOCK 
SAME DAY SHIPPING 


800-236-3524 


FLY-ME FLAG CO.-Green Bay 


iilietadi teeta tet tet te ee 


Bears hire 


Michael McCaskey and Dave Wannstedt were all smiles when the head 
coach was hired in 1993, but is there room for a third person in this picture? 


sons, the first time that’s ever happened 
since the Pro Bowl began in 1951. 

Draw your own conclusions. 

While Wannstedt is a proven coach, 
isn’t it possible that he’s being spread too 
thin in the dual role of coach and general 
manager? If the Bears aren’t sure whether 
the separation of duties is a successful for- 
mula, they should cast their eyes due 
north where Wolf and Packers head coach 
Mike Holmgren have combined to forge a 
Super Bowl contender. 

“I felt we needed one strong football 
person to take over and be in charge,” 
Packers president Bob Harlan said of hir- 
ing Wolf. “TI just think it made a world of 
difference to have that one man who just 
runs the show and gets you the players.” 

Holmgren is also comfortable with the 
arrangement. 

“The idea that two heads are better 
than one is very true at this particular 
time,” Holmgren said. “I had my hands 
full coaching the team. I didn’t need to 
make every bottom line personnel deci- 
sion.” 

The same arrangement would seem- 
ingly benefit all parties involved in 
Chicago. 

Those who complain that Wannstedt is 
a poor evaluator of talent are making too 
broad a statement. While some of his high 
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draft picks such as Pat Riley, Marcus 
Spears and John Thierry have failed, mid- 
dle rounders like Jim Flanigan, Todd Perry 
and Raymont Harris have flourished. Plus 
Wannstedt has earned high marks in the 
NFL free agent derby, luring away the 
likes of Cox, Erik Kramer, Joe Cain, 
Marty Carter and Andy Heck from other 
teams. 

Perhaps Wannstedt’s greatest failing as 
a general manager/coach is a tendency to 
overestimate the talent level on his team, 
something that probably stems from an 
overly optimistic attitude. 

Heading into last year, for example, 
Wannstedt knew the defensive line was 
the team’s biggest question mark, yet 
nothing was done to improve that area. He 
had faith that some of his young players 
would develop, but other than Jim 
Flanigan, it didn’t happen. 

The Bears didn’t add any veterans, at 
least until they got desperate and re-signed 
Richard Dent. But they played him out of 
position at tackle, then cut him. It was like 
the Cubs re-signing Greg Maddux and 
putting him in left field. 

Wide receiver Jack Jackson is another 
example. Wannstedt projected Jackson as 
one of four or five impact players in 1996. 
But the 1995 fourth-round draft pick from 
Miami is a wildly inconsistent player who 
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plays hot and cold and hasn't translated 
the occasional spectacular practice catch 
to game day. 

You can’t blame the coach for having 
faith in the players he’s drafted. But it 
makes one wonder if it wouldn’t be easier 
if a general manager was bringing in the 
players. Wouldn’t you be tempted to stick 
with an unproductive player longer if you 
were the person responsible for acquiring 
him? It’s easier to cut someone else’s 
players. 

It would seem that the Bears need a 
buffer—someone on equal footing who 
can step back and more objectively judge 
the situation when it comes to personnel 
decisions. The way it is now, Rod Graves 
and the rest of the scouting staff don’t 
have the power to strongly disagree with 
the head coach in personnel matters. 

Wannstedt is clearly a good judge of 
talent when he has contact with a player. 
He worked with Walt Harris for a week 
during the Senior Bowl and projected him 
as a solid NFL starter. A few months tater 
Harris was one of the main reasons the 
Bears beat the Vikings on Monday Night 
Football. 

It’s when Wannstedt has to rely on the 
opinion of others when the Bears get into 
trouble. With a general manager in place. 
that wouldn’t be as much of a problem. 

When Wannstedt is able to serve as a 
hands-on evaluator, he has seemingly 
made the right call. But he can’t be every- 
where all the time. Which is exactly why # 
general manager would make the coach’s 
life easier and give the Bears a more effi- 
cient front office. 
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Tr... difference between the Bears 
and the teams leading the NFC Central 
division, the Packers and Vikings, can be 
explained with splints, casts and neck 
braces. 

But it also can be explained with draft 
picks. 

The Bears have not been able to keep 
pace with the elite teams in the division in 
part because their 1994 and 1995 drafts 
have not produced as many quality play- 
ers. A direct correlation exists between the 
won-loss records and the draft records. 

While the Vikings and Packers are get- 
ting excellent production out of their 
young players, the Bears, who have had 
more opportunities for younger players 
because of injuries, are getting marginal 
contributions. 

The Vikings drafted eight players who 
have become starters in 1994 and 1995. 
The Packers drafted six. The Bears have 
drafted-three and a punter. 

A look at each draft: 

_ 1994: The Vikings have four solid 
starters in cornerback Dewayne 
Washington, offensive tackle Todd 
Steussie, defensive end Fernando Smith 
and tight end Andrew Jordan, and a couple 
of decent special teams guys in receiver 
David Palmer and linebacker Pete 
Bercich. 

Washington and Steussie could be Pro 
Bowlers in the making. Smith has had 4.5 
_ sacks in his last six games. Jordan is a 
tight end in the Keith Jennings mold. 

\ “You have to give [Vikings coach] 

‘Denny Green credit for one thing,” said 
Vikings radio analyst and former Vikings 
offensive lineman David Huffman. “He’s 
good at judging talent.” 

The Packers have only one starter from 
this draft in guard Aaron Taylor. But full- 
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back Dorsey Levens, a former starter, 
plays a lot and the team still has high 
hopes for receiver Terry Mickens and 
defensive end Gabe Wilkins. The best 
player the Packers drafted this year might 
have been running back LeShon Johnson, 
but they cut him and he’s having a break- 
through year for the Cardinals. 

The Bears have one solid starter in 
defensive tackle Jim Flanigan, one player 
who has to prove he can stay healthy is 
fullback Raymont Harris and two major 
disappointments in defensive end John 
Thierry and offensive tackle Marcus 
Spears. 

Bears coaches believe Harris is capable 
of great things. In fact, they thought he 
would be the centerpiece of their offense a 
year ago. He could turn out to be all they 
believed he would be. But so far, through 
no fault of his own, he’s been more 
promise than production. 
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The failure of 1994 fies renind ie 


pick John Thierry to develop has 
contributed to the Bears’ demise. 


1995: Four starters for the Vikings is 
defensive end Derrick Alexander, offen- 
sive tackle Korey Stringer, free safety 
Orlando Thomas and cornerback Corey 
Fuller. 

Alexander is everything Thierry is not: 
slow, unathletic and highly productive. 
Stringer could develop into a dominator at 
right tackle. Thomas led the NFL in inter- 
ceptions last season. Rashaan Salaam and 
Todd Sauerbrun have been wildly incon- 


_ sistent over their first two years. 


The Packers’ crop includes five 
starters—cornerback Craig Newsome, 
fullback William Henderson, linebacker 
Brian Williams, receiver Antonio Freeman 
and guard Adam Timmerman. Defensive 
tackle Darius Holland also plays a lot and 
figures to be a future starter. 

Freeman has stepped up this season, 
and with the help of Brett Favre’s throws, 
could be the next Packers receiver to 
become a star. Newsome was a quality 
starter from the start. 

For the Bears, there is one starter in 
Salaam, and a punter in Sauerbrun. 

The Bears also drafted Pat Riley, Sean 
Harris, Evan Pilgrim, Jack Jackson and 
Carl Reeves in this draft. Of those, only 
Reeves has given reason for hope. 

What stands out about the two drafts is 
the Vikings appear to have found comer- 
stones for their offensive line in Steussie 
and Stringer and defensive line in 
Alexander and Smith. The Packers, too, 
could have four. future line starters in 
Taylor and Timmerman on offense and 
Holland and Wilkins on defense. 

“Steussie and Stringer could be dozen- 
year tackles, Jimbo Covert and Keith Van 
Horne types—they’re that good,” said 
Huffman, a Chicago area resident. “The 
defensive ends are really understanding 
their roles and playing well together.” 

1996: It’s too soon to try to judge the 
1996 draft, but early returns indicate the 
trend might be reversed. The Vikings 
haven’t gotten anything out of their rook- 
ies. Packers left tackle John Michels has 
been forced to play before he’s ready and 
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receiv- 
er Derrick Mayes has been slow to come 
around. The Bears look like they might 
have as many as four future starters from 
the draft in cornerback Walt Harris, 
receiver Bobby Engram, defensive tackle 
Paul Grasmanis and offensive lineman 
Chris Villarrial. 

1993: The Bears also have quite a bit 
to show from the 1993 draft in receiver 
Curtis Conway, who is seventh in the NFL 
in receiving yards, defensive tackle Carl 
Simpson, guard Todd Perry and defensive 
end Al Fontenot. 

The Vikings acquired the NFL's fourth 
leading rusher in Robert Smith, starting 


‘guard John Gerak and nickel receiver 


Qadry Ismail that year. The Vikings actu- 
ally drafted better than the Bears in 1993, 
but they cut third round defensive tackle 
Gilbert Brown, who has gone on to 
become a very good player for the 
Packers. 

The Packers have three solid starters 
from the 1993 draft in linebacker Wayne 
Simmons, right tackle Earl Dotson and 
cornerback Doug Evans. They would have 
had another if safety George Teague had 
remained healthy, or if they could have 
found a way to get quarterback Mark 
Brunell on the field. 

So as unlucky as the Bears have been 
this year, they have caused some of their 
own problems by not drafting as well as 
the competition. 


Dan Pompei covers the Bears and the 
NFL for the Chicago Sun-Times. 
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Backfield in motio 


Now healthy, 

Harris shifts 

from fullback 
to tailback 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Allstate probably wouldn’t touch 
Raymont Harris, but that won’t keep the 
versatile third-year pro from serving as an 
insurance policy as the Bears look to spark 
a stagnant running game. 

Harris, a fullback since he joined the 
Bears as a 1994 fourth-round draft pick, 
practiced at tailback last week in his return 
to the lineup for the first time since suffer- 
ing a Week 3 knee injury against the 
Vikings. The move was made in case 
starter Rashaan Salaam fails to snap out of 
a slump that’s seen him run tentatively and 
average just 2.8 yards per carry. 

“The thing that makes it difficult is that 
if we were a team that was going to throw 
the ball 45 or 50 times a game, it might not 
have as much effect on your football 
team,” said coach Dave Wannstedt. “But 
from the first day of training camp, when 
we started having full-speed inside-run 
drills, that’s why we do it, so we can run 
‘the ball: effectively. 

“For us to be'a top team, we’re going to 
run the ball. We’re not ever going fo 
change that philosophy. Right now, we’re 
struggling and we have to get better.” 

Initially, Harris was expected to be 
used primarily as a third down back and 
an occasional replacement for Salaam, 
who has gained just 187 yards on 68 car- 
ries since returning to the lineup after knee 
and hamstring injuries sidelined him for a 
month. Tony Carter’s solid play at full- 
back has enabled the Bears to make the 
move. 

“T like playing tailback,” Harris said, 
“but I think my niche with this offensive 
scheme would be playing both positions. 
The two positions are basically inter- 
changeable. One, you get a little more 
glory, you score a few more touchdowns 
and one, you have to block a little bit. A 
combination of both of them caters to 
me.” 

Harris is trying to recapture the magic 
of his rookie season after suffering 
through two injury-plagued years. After 
rushing for 464 yards and catching 39 
passes in 1994, Harris broke his collar- 
bone on the second play of last season ver- 
sus Minnesota and missed the remainder 
of the year. He had rushed for 105° ares 


Getting to know you 


When the Bears made Rashaan. 
‘Salaam their first pick of the 1995 
draft, they envisioned a backfield of 


‘Salaam and fullback Raymont Harris. 
But entering Monday night's game 
against Minnesota, injuries had Big 
vented Salaam and 
‘Harris from ever 
‘being on the field — 
together even once, a 
‘span of 1,483 snaps 
over two seasons. 


Raymont Harris returns to the line- 
up at tailback as the Bears attempt 
to jump-start their running game. 
on 29 carries in 1996 before getting hurt 
and eventually requiring arthroscopic 
surgery. 

“T feel really good,” Harris said last 
week. 

The Bears, the only NFL team without 
a rushing touchdown, hope his recovery 
continues to progress. A lackluster run- 
ning attack, ranked 22nd in the league, has 


placed even more pressure on quarter- 
back Dave Krieg and receiver Curtis 
Conway to put the ball in the end 
zone. 

“It makes it harder because peo- 
y ple can key on your passing game, 
they’I] probably double Curtis more 
} and put more pressure on rushing 
the passer,” Krieg said. “But you 
just have to be consistent from 
all standpoints. That’s the only 
way to alleviate that problem and 
we’ll find a way to make the run- 
ning game work. I think we have 
the people to do it, ‘we just have 
to execute it.” 

The Bears expect Harris to 
be a big part of the rejuvenation, 
4 and the “ultra back” is looking for- 
ward to the challenge. 

“T actually would like to have a 
combination of running, blocking and 
receiving,” he said. “I like doing all 
that and not being one-dimensional. I 
think that’s what fits my capabilities best. 

* “Really there’s no big difference in this 
offense. Maybe in some other offenses 
and some other schemes it would be a big 
difference. The biggest difference is that 
the tailback doesn’t have to block as much 
as the fullback. And the tailback gets to 
run the ball a lot more.” 

The potentially increased workload 
shouldn’t bother Harris, who played tail- 
back at Ohio State and finished fifth on 
the all-time rushing list with 2,649 yards. 


Unheralded Carter proves 
he deserves starting spot 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Tony Carter isn’t participating in the 
federal witness protection program, but 
sometimes it seems that way. 

The unheralded fullback draws little 
attention but continues to produce as 
well as anyone on the Bears’ offense. 
Filling in for an injured Raymont Harris, 
Carter has excelled as a blocker, pass 
catcher and—finally given a somewhat 
limited opportunity—as a runner. 

“He really doesn’t (get a lot of atten- 
tion), but he always seems to come 
through,” said coach Dave Wannstedt. 
“Tony’s a valuable guy to’ our football 
team, and he’s playing really well right 
now.” 

Even Harris’ return to the lineup has- 
n’t dislodged Carter from the starting 
fullback position. 

“Hopefully somebody will 
open their eyes now and under- 
stand [’m not just paying lip 
service about Antonio 
Carter,” said Harris, who 
worked at tailback upon 
returning to practice. 
“He’s a great running 
back and given the oppor- 
tunity, he can do great 
things.” 

Carter stepped in when 
Harris was lost of the year 
in the 1995 season opener 
and wound up catching 40 
passes, third on the team 
behind Jeff Graham and Curtis 


Conway. Carter also did an effective job 
opening holes for Rashaan Salaam, who 
broke the club’s rookie rushing record 
with 1,074 yards. 

In the Bears’ 27-24 Joss at New 
Orleans Oct. 13, Carter rushed for 37 
yards on six carries, matching his career 
total of 37 yards on 11] attempts. 

“Every running back wants the ball. 
It’s a glory position,” said Carter, the 
only undrafted free agent to make the 
Bears’ opening day roster in 1994. 

“You get the ball, you get a lot of 
recognition. I like that, but it’s not a 
necessity. I understand that my role here 
primarily up to this point has been to 
block and catch passes. I’m just looking 
forward to doing whatever they ask me 
to do.” 

Wannstedt has recently wondered 
aloud whether Carter should get more 
carries, a scenario the former 
University of Minnesota star 
would welcome. - 

“T definitely think that 
I’ve played well,” Carter 
said. “I’m trying to stay 
) focused on keeping things 
going in that direction.” 
Carter was slightly 
surprised when Harris 
was moved to tailback but 
feels he has indeed earned 
his place in the starting 
lineup. 
“T've performed well 
7 when they've asked me to,” 
Carter said, “so I think I do 
deserve that.” 


-Salaam’s slow start not 
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Rashaan Salaam set a Universit of 
Colorado record by rushing for at least 
200 yards in a single game four times. 
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By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The two players the Bears acquired in 
the offseason to solidify their defense 
made the two biggest plays of the season 
exactly two minutes apart Monday night 
at Minnesota. 

First-round draft choice Walt Harris 
blocked 4 field goal with 3:47 left in the 
game and free agent linebacker Bryan Cox 
forced and recovered a fumble on a third 
down sack with 1:47 remaining to pre- 
serve a thrilling 15-13 victory over the 
Vikings. 

The victory allowed the Bears (3-5) to 
keep their slim playoff hopes alive and 
break a two-game losing streak. 

“T don’t know really how we stack up 
against other teams in the league, but I do 
know that there’s not any team in the 
league that plays harder than this group in 
_ there,” said Bears coach Dave Wannstedt. 
‘ “Those guys came out tonight and played 
for 60 minutes and deserved to win the 
game. Minnesota’s a very talented team, 
but this football team deserved to win that 
game.” 

The Chicago defense played its most 
inspired game of the season, limiting the 
_ Vikings to 11 yards rushing on 14 carries, 
the lowest output in the 36-year history of 
the franchise. The Bears also recorded five 
sacks and knocked quarterback Warren 
Moon, running back Robert Smith and 
receiver Jake Reed out of the game with 
injuries. 

The Bears’ special teams units also 
came up big as Kevin Miniefield preceded 
Harris’ game-saving play by blocking a 
first quarter Mitch Berger punt that went 


Cox, Harris 
lead inspired 
Bears to win 


15 13 


for a safety and drew the Bears to within 
3-2. 

The heroics by the defense and special 
teams enabled the Bears to escape without 
squandering a big first half lead for the 
second straight game. Chicago, which 
blew a 17-7 halftime advantage in a 27-24 
loss at New Orleans Oct. 13, scored on its 
final three possessions of the second quar- 
ter to take a 15-3 lead at intermission. 

Jeff Jaeger shook off earlier field goal 
misses from 44 and 46 yards to nail a 41- 
yarder that put Chicago ahead 5-3 with 
3:41 left in the first half. Jaeger’s kick 
capped an 11-play, 51-yard drive that was 
highlighted by an 18-yard pass from Dave 
Krieg to Curtis Conway. 

The Bears then scored 10 points in the 
final :38 of the half to take command. 
After the stingy Chicago defense forced a 
Minnesota punt without yielding a single 
yard, Krieg engineered a 7-play, 58-yard 
drive that culminated in Rashaan Salaam’s 
l-yard TD dive with :38 left in the half. 

Krieg completed 4 of 5 passes for 49 
yards including a 21-yarder to Conway 
down to the Minnesota 1. Salaam’s plunge 
on the next play enabled the Bears to 
become the NFL’s last team to score a 
rushing touchdown in 1996, 


Everything was thumbs up for the Bears and middle linebacker Bryan Cox, 
whose late game forced fumble and subsequent recovery preserved 
Monday night’s 15-13 upset victory over the Vikings at the Metrodome. 


Bears safety Mark Carrier followed by 
making a spectacular diving interception 
of a Moon pass along the left sideline two 
plays later, setting up Jaeger’s 44-yard 
field goal with :05 remaining which put 
the Bears ahead 15-3. It was the first inter- 
ception since Dec. 24, 1994 for Carrier, 
who led the NFL with 10 as a rookie in 
1990. 

Booed unmercifully by their partisan 
crowd leaving the field at halftime, the 
Vikings nevertheless managed to climb 
back into the game by scoring on their 
first two possessions of the third quarter. 

Moon rainbowed a perfect 54-yard TD 
pass down the right sideline to Qadry 
Ismail, who beat tight l-on-1 coverage 
from Donnell Woolford to draw 
Minnesota to within 15-10 with 11:29 left 
in the third quarter. 

After a Chicago punt, Scott Sisson 
capped a 12-play, 36-yard drive with a 43- 
yard field goal to make it 15-13 with 1:55 
remaining in the period. Sisson’s kick 
came after the Vikings had converted a 
second-and-24 situation into a first down 
while also weathering sacks by Alonzo 


._ AAA HITS THE ROAD 
WITH THE CHICAGO BEARS... 


JOIN US ON ONE OF OUR 
DELUXE TOURS 


BEARS VS. 
TAMPA BAY BUCS 
DECEMBER 20-23 


For More Information Contact 


AAA Group Department At: 


1-800-223-7049 


Gi) TRAVEL AGENCY 


Spellman and Jim Flanigan on the drive. 

Brad Johnson, inserted into the lineup 
after Moon suffered a sprained ankle on a 
Flanigan hit late in the third quarter, near- 
ly led Minnesota to a go-ahead score mid- 
way through the fourth period. With no 
running game to speak of, the backup 
quarterback marched the Vikings from 
their own 8-yard line to the Chicago 15 
before Minnesota seif-destructed. 

After a false start penalty pushed the 
Vikings back five yards, blitzing safety 
Marty Carter dropped Amp Lee for a 5- 
yard loss on an inside handoff. Another 
false start and an incomplete pass set up 
Sisson’s 48-yard attempt. 

Harris responded by making his 
biggest play as a pro by darting in from 
the left side and cleanly blocking the kick. 
Woolford scooped up the ball and returned 
it 3 yards to the Minnesota 44. 

After Raymont Harris was stuffed for 
no gain on first down, Krieg dropped back 
and looked to be attempting a screen pass 
to the left when Vikings defensive tackle 
John Randle beat rookie right guard Chris 
Villarrial and hit Krieg’s arm as he deliv- 
ered. The ball went straight up in the air 
before being landing in the arms of 
Minnesota tackle Jason Fisk at the Bears’ 
49 with 3:02 to play. 

Two incompletions led to third-and-10. 
But Johnson, facing a three-man rush, 
completed an 18-yard pass to Reed to the 
Bears’ 31 with just over two minutes left. 
After a 1-yard running play, an incomplete 
pass and another false start penalty gave 
Minnesota third-and-14 from the 35, Cox 
stormed around a blocker and sacked 
Johnson, who had stepped up in the pock- 
et. The ball squirted loose and Cox, diving 
into a pile of bodies, came up with it to 
preserve the win. 

The Bears ran out the clock as 
Raymont Harris, in his first action since 
injuring his knee in the first meeting 
against Minnesota Sept. 15, carried three 
times for 28 yards which included two 
game-clinching first downs. 

The win victory enabled the Bears to 
avoid a winless October for the first time 
in a non-strike year since 1978 while pro- 
viding ‘hope for the future. 

“They could have gotten shell-shocked 
in this environment, on a Monday night on 
the road,” Wannstedt said. “They just kept 
coming back. It’s a very high character 
group, and hopefully .we can get some 
confidence from this and go from 'there.” 
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By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Don’t tell the Bears they have no 
chance of making the playoffs. Not after 
an inspired defensive effort that produced 
five sacks from five different players and 
limited the Vikings to an all-time fran- 
chise low of 11 yards rushing on 14 carries 
in Chicago’s 15-13 win Monday night at 
the Metrodome. 

“It’s really big because we said coming 
into today that this is the start of our sea- 
son,” said linebacker Bryan Cox, who 
preserved the victory by forcing and 
recovering a Brad Johnson fumble on a 
third down quarterback sack with 1:47 to 
play. 

“We can’t do anything about the first 
seven games, We can only go one game at 
a time and put ourselves in position. We 
showed a lot of heart and a lot of charac- 
ter today.” 

Al Fontenot, John Thierry, Alonzo 
Spellman and Jim Flanigan had the first 
four sacks for the Bears, who entered the 
game with just 11 quarterback takedowns 
in their first seven games. 

Fontenot and Thierry dropped Warren 
Moon twice on three plays on 
Minnesota’s first drive of the second quar- 
ter, While Spellman and Flanigan also 
recorded their sacks on the same Vikings 
possession late in the third quarter. 

‘ . Moon left the game after suffering a 
sprained ankle when he was hit by 
Flanigan after releasing a pass late in the 
‘ third quarter. Under pressure most of the 
game, Moon completed 15 of 26 for 218 
yards with 1 TD and 1 interception. 

“They really put pressure on Moon and 
‘Johnson,” said safety Mark Carrier. 
“They even knocked Moon out of the 
game. The pressure was good.” 


ACHES & PAINS: 
The Bears ‘also knocked 
running back Robert 
Smith and wide receiver 
Jake Reed out of the game 
with injuries. 

Smith sprained his left 
knee and suffered possible 
ligament damage when he 
was tackled hard along the 
left sideline by safety 
Marty Carter late in the 
first quarter. Smith fin- 
ished with four carries for 
minus-one yard. Carter led 
the Bears with 12 solo 
tackles. 

Reed exited after get- 
ting his leg twisted follow- 
ing an 18-yard reception 
that gave the Vikings a 
first down at the Bears’ 31 in the waning 
moments of the game. Reed did more 
damage than Smith, catching 11 passes for 
153 yards mostly on quick-out patterns. 

The 11 yards rushing by the Vikings 
marked the lowest in the franchise’s 36- 
year history, topping the previous mark of 
18 on Oct. 10, 1994 against the Arizona 
Cardinals. 

“We focused all week on stopping the 
run and getting after the quarterback,” 
Carrier said. “The secondary came up and 
made some tackles. They made some big 
plays, but we made more tonight.” 


game 


A SPECIAL WIN: After an up-and- 
down season, the special teams were truly 
special Monday night. Kevin Miniefield 
squirted through the line and blocked 
Mitch Berger’s first quarter punt with a 
head-long full-extension dive. Miniefield 


NUMBERS GAME 


The Bears finished 2-O 
on ABC’s Monday Night 
Football in 1996, marking 
the first year they've ever 
avoided losing a MNF 
when 
appeared at least twice. 


Bears “start” 
season again 


scrambled to his feet and raced after the 
ball, but Berger was able to prevent a 
touchdown by getting there first and 
scooping it out of the end zone for a safe- 
ty. 


Walt Harris followed later in the 
game by smothering Scott Sisson’s poten- 
tial game-winning 48-yard field goal to 
preserve the win. 

In addition to the two blocks, the Bears 
won the field position battle. Bobby 
Engram averaged 25.8 yards on five 
kickoff returns with a long of 37. Todd 
Sauerbrun returned to kickoff duty and 
pinned the Vikings deep with high kicks 
that landed near where the goal line meets 
the sideline. 

Even Jeff Jaeger bounced back after 
missing his first two field goal tries. 
Jaeger entered the game 5-for-5 from 40- 
49 yards but missed wide left from 44 
yards in the first quarter and then wide 
right from 46 in the second before con- 
necting from 41 and 44 yards before half- 
time. 


EARLY EXIT: Bears 
linebacker Vinson Smith 
was ejected from the game 
midway through the fourth 
quarter after charging at 
referee Tom White to 
complain about a non-call 
against the Vikings. Smith 
was leveled from behind 
after the whistle by back- 
up tight end Greg 
DeLong following a short 
pass completion to Reed 
on the other side of the 
field. 

Smith also charged at an 
official on the previous 
play when he was flagged 
for a late hit out of bounds 
on Vikings running back 
Amp Lee. That penalty 
was overruled by another official who had 
a better view of the play, but DeLong 
apparently still took exception. 


they've 


PASSING FANCY: Dave Krieg com- 
pleted 23 of 35 passes for 187 yards, but 
his two interceptions were costly. The first 
came on the Bears’ first possession of the 
game when he underthrew Curtis 
Conway deep down the right sideline. 
Conway had two steps on cornerback 
Corey Fuller, but safety Orlando 
Thomas slid over to pick off the ball. The 
Vikings converted the turnover into a 41- 
yard field goal and a 3-0 lead. 

Krieg’s second interception came 
when defensive tackle John Randle hit 
his arm while Krieg attempted a short sec- 
ond down pass in the game’s waning 
moments. The pick gave Minnesota a sec- 
ond chance to move toward a game-win- 
ning field goal before Cox saved the day. 


Krieg engineered three scoring drives 
in the second quarter to stake the Bears’ to 
a 15-3 halftime lead. 

“J just try to execute the offense and 
get the ball to the guys I’m supposed to,” 
Krieg said, “The offensive line did a good 
job against their defensive line. This is a 
team that likes to pressure the quarterback. 
I think they really only had one sack and 
that was a free safety blitz.” 

Michael Timpson paced Bear 
receivers with seven catches for 78 yards, 
Conway added five receptions for 68 
yards, and -tight end Ryan Wetnight 
chipped in five catches for 19 yards. 


GOOD HEALTH: The Bears have 
listed 24 different players on the injury 
report this season, but only two missed 
Monday’s game: guard Todd Burger 
(torn abductor muscle) and running back 
Robert Green (knee). 

The Bears benefited from the return of 
running back Raymont Harris, tight end 
Keith Jennings, defensive tackle Jim 
Flanigan and cornerbacks Harris and 
Donnell Woolford. 

Rashaan Salaam and Tony Carter 
started in the backfield, but Raymont 
Harris subbed in at tailback and in a sin- 
gle-back two-tight end set. Harris, out 


since undergoing arthroscopic knee 
surgery in September, led the Bears in 
rushing with 61 yards on 15 carries while 
Salaam added 36 yards on 11 attempts. 
Carter carried once for no gain. 

“Players win games and it was good to 
get some of the players back this week.” 
said coach Daye Wannstedt. “(Raymont) 
hadn’t had any full-speed contact until 
tonight. Coming off knee surgery, that’s a 
big hurdle, so I think he’s feeling real 
good. And Rashaan played good. Tonight 
he looked as good as he’s looked all year. 
I’m excited about our tailback spot. We'll 
probably keep it as it is for this week. I'm 
real pleased with both of those guys.” 

Backup fullback Mike Faulkerson 
also got into the act, serving as fullback on 
Salaam’s 1-yard TD dive late in the first 
half. 


INSIDE THE NUMBERS: The Bears 
converted 7 of 14 (50 percent) third down 
opportunities while limiting the Vikings to 
just 5 of 14 (36 percent). 

.. On Monday Night Football the 
Bears are now 15-26 overall, 5-18 on the 
road, 3-1 at the Metrodome and 4-5 versus 
the Vikings. Minnesota drops to 16-16 
overall on MNF. 

... The Bears have won three straight 
games in Minnesota for the first time since 
1983-85. 

... Monday’s win was the Bears’ first in 
four road games and the first in four divi- 
sion games this season. 

.. After losing eight straight games on 
Monday Night Football, the Bears have 
now won three of their last four prime 


-time encounters in front of Frank, Dan and 


Al. 


FOOTBALL FANS! Here’s a GREAT way fo show your team 


spirit at your next tailgate party! 


INTRODUCING: “THE TAILGATOR COLLECTION,” which 
includes two studio chairs made of 1” Powder Coated steel, 
with 100% Cotton Canvas seat and back, also one of the 
world’s most UNIQUE barbeques. The easy fo assemble, 14” 
compact grill has a lid shaped like a football helmet, in the 
colors of your Favorite Football Team! That's right! ALL 30 NFL 


teams are available! 


If you would like more information, 
CALL (1-888-SPORTSFAN) TODAY! 
‘We gladly accept Visa or MasterCard! 
(1-888-776-7873) 
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STATISTICS 


SCORING SUMMARY 

Chicago Bear .......ssecessscersseesssseesers 23 0 0 15 
Minnesota Vikings ........secssesereeessees 3 0 10 0 13 

Vikings, 1, 5:53, Sisson 41-yard field goal (8-46, 3:05) 0-3 

Bears, 1, 1:22, punt blocked out of end zone by Miniefield for 
a safety, 2-3 

Bears, 2, 3:41, Jaeger 41-yard field goal (11-51, 5:58) 5-3 

Bears, 2, 0:38, Salaam 1-yard ru (Jaeger, kick) (7-58, 2:03) 
12-3 : 

Bears, 2, 0:05, Jaeger 44-yard field goal (5-16, 0:18) 15-3 

Vikings, 3, 11:29, Ismail 54-yard pass from Moon (Sisson, 
kick) (5-80, 1:46) 15-10 

Vikings, 3, 1:55, Sisson 43-yard field goal (12-36, 6:21) 15- 
13 

Attendance: 58,143; tickets distributed: 64,024; unused: 
5,881; time: 3:11 

Weather: Played indoors, 60 degrees; outdoors 48. 


Third Down Conversions (%) 
50 


Rushing Yards 


100 96 50 


80 40 


60 30 


40 20 


20 10 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS | 
Bears Vikings 0 Bears 0 Bears 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 18 16 P 
By Rushing 5 mK Passing Yards Time of Possession 
By Passing 13 3 300 
By Penalty 0 3 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY T-14-50% 5-14-36% 250 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY 0-0-0% 1-1-100% rm 
TOTAL NET YARDS 276 279 Vikings 27:21 
‘Total Offensive Plays (inc. time thrown passing) 65 60 200 
Average gain per offensive play 42 47 
\NET YARDS RUSHING 96 11 
Total Rushing Plays 29 14 150 
Average gain per rushing play 3.3 0.8 
_ NET YARDS PASSING 180 268 100 
Times thrown — yards lost attempting to pass 1-7 5-29 
Gross yards passing 187 297 Bears 32:39 
PASS ATTEMPTS-COMPLETIONS-HAD INT. —35-23-2 41-25-1 
_ Average gain per pass play (inc. # thrown passing) 5.0 5.8 
KICKOFFS-In End Zone-Touchbacks 400 5-1-0 
PUNTS Number and Average 3-403 431.3 
Had Blocked 0 ee 
FGs-PATS Had Blocked 00 10 PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 G CHICAGO BEARS 
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE (Not Including Kickoffs) 0 11 Sauerbrun 3121 408550 i 44 Unofficial 
No. and Yards Punt Retums 00 211 T <A SK YL INT. PD FR 
No. and Yards Kickoff Returns 5-129 4-63 PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD Carter 12 0) 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
No. and Yards Interception Retums_ , 10 2-0 ETRE ¥ z 2 se ae 2 - gA a : : 
PENALTIES Number and Yards 663 12-75 Miniefield 3 19F NOG wOOretG? 10: 
FUMBLES Number and Lost 0-0 4-1 KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD Woolford 3 0 00) 00 0 Oo 0 
TOUCHDOWNS 1 1 Engram 5 0 129° 3m 0 Cain 2 L010) 10:0 06 60 0 
Rushing 1 0 Flanigan 2 1 1.0 8.0 et) 0 
Passing 0 1 Fontenot 2 1 1.0 1.0 Q 10 0 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS Simpson 2 0 1010) 10:0 (OS) 0 
EXTRA POINTS Made-Attempts 1-1 1-1 Net Long Minter Ld “Oar 00" O° 16 
FIELD GOALS Made-Attempts 2-4 2-3 RUSHING . Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD Spellman I ] LO 140 ©@ 0 
SAFETIES 1 0 Graham 4 8 2.0 3 0 Grasmanis 1 oO: (0:0 0.0 60 60 0 
RNA Sone pea ao ae ee ye 
TIME OF POSSESSION 32:39 27:21 Smith 4 Si 33 1 0 Cartier 0. 00 08 f 2 0 
Conway 0 0 0.0 0.0 Oo; 68 0 
CHICAGO BEARS Had Davis 0 0 00. 00 0 0 0 
Net Long PASSING Att. Com. Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. Harris 0 O OO! AOL 0 “10 0 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD ° Moon 26)) 159 ©2185 4 29" esd: 1 Harris 0 Oh, 10:0) _5O0'* 10) 10 0 
Harris 15 61 4.1 16 0 Johnson 1S lOr 79 ] OR OR RIS 0 Mangum 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 
Salaam I] 36 3.3 13 1 : Marshall 0) 0 00 0.0 0 0a 0 
Krieg ? -] -.5 0 0 PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
Carter 1 0 0.0 0 0 Reed 1 SS aye =O) 
Had Car Dy ee 
a er i 
PASSING Att. Com. Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. Ismail 3570 547 4 ee Gage ne 
Krieg SSF a 23 gel Sipe, een ee 9 OF see. Evans ] 4 4 0 T A SK YL INT. PD FR 
SNEED URETTONS x Griffith 10), +0. . 1:0/) “EHO 0 0 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD Fisk Pe Me Ose OF Talley 6 0 00 00 0 0 0 
Timpson 7 78 18 0 Thomas | 0 0 0 Smith 4 2. ‘0:0 0.0 0 60 0 
Conway 5 | 0 . ‘ Alexander 4 l 0.0 0.0 oF 10 0 
Wetnight 5 19 6 0 PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG Brady 2 3) 0:0 0.0 0 O 0 
Jennings 3 19 9 0 Berger BS! 1257 “417, 10 l 45 Washington 3 L 0:0 10:0 Oo 2 0 
cater 2 1 2 0 Tuaolo I 3 010; “10:0 0 0 0 
ngram 1 2 2 0 ei RETURNS ie. FC Yds. LG TD Randle Z Lt 00 00 0 41 0 
>; 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yd. LG TD rE aa Fytt 2 24°) G6 Ob" tT Me 
Carrier 1 0 0 0 KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD Fuller 1 1 “00 «08 © 0 0 
Ismail 3 0 51 21 0 Jackson 0 0.0 0.0 G) a8 0 
Brown 1 0 12 12; 40 Fisk 0 0 0.0 0.0 I 1 0 
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. DOUG BUFFONE 


I’m not usually a big statistics guy, but 
one look inside the numbers reveals exact- 
ly why the Bears have started the season 
with a 3-5 record. 

The main»problems from last year to 
this year have not been rectified, and the 
result is a disappointing start that was at 
least given some promise by Monday’s 
15-13 win over the Vikings. 

The one thing the Bears needed to do 
to contend for the playoffs this season was 
to get better defensively on third down. 
Unfortunately, that hasn’t happened. The 

. Bears rank 24th in the league in that cate- 
gory, permitting opponents to convert 40 
percent of their third down opportunities. 

What are the reasons? It all starts with 
the’ pass rush. The Bears rank 29th in 
sacks per pass, and right there you can see 
they’ re just not getting the pressure they 
need to succeed. 

A lot was expected from John Thierry, 
and he has not produced the way the Bears 
envisioned. Thierry pulled a muscle run- 
ning before training camp, missed most of 
camp and has been out of sync all season. 
Another factor in the poor pass rush is the 
calf injury that kept Jim Flanigan out of 
the lineup for a few weeks. 

Without a consistent pass rush, the 


Bears have been forced to blitz. But if you 
live by the blitz, you also die by the blitz. 
In other words, there comes a point where 
you blitz too often and other teams pick it 
up because there’s no longer an element of 
surprise. There are only so many blitzes 
you can do. The pressure has to come up 
front. 

Another thing that has affected the 
third down defense has been injuries to 
starting cornerbacks Donnell Woolford 


and Walt Harris. You need your top cover-: 


age people in the game when you're play- 
ing pressure defense and zone-blitzing. 

The second part of the problem .is' the 
Bears’ defense is ranked 21st overall and 
22nd against the run. That’s obviously not 
good enough. To win consistently in the 
NEL and contend for the playoffs, those 
rankings have to be in the top 10. 

Poor tackling is a problem that has 
plagued the defense, especially in the 
Saints game. When it affects one or two 
players, it’s no big deal. But there’s a lot 
more to be concerned about when the 
problem is so widespread that practically 
every player on your defense is missing 
tackles. 

Every team has a sure-tackler, a guy 
you know will bring down the ballcarrier 
after the first contact. Marty Carter is 
probably the Bears’ surest tackler, but 
even he missed some tackles in New 
Orleans. You can put all the X’s and O’s to 
the side. When you’re giving up eight or 
nine yards after missing a tackle, the other 
team will kill you. That’s the key. 

While the Bears are missing tackles 
and giving up big plays, the same is not 
true on the other side of the ball. Just look 
at backs around the league—guys like 
Jerome Bettis of the Steelers, Ricky 
Watters of the Eagles and Emmitt Smith of 


Numbers tell story 


the Cowboys. They either make people 
miss or run over defenders. You can block 
everybody. The running back has to take 
matters into his own hands at times, and 
the Bears’ backs simply have not been 
able to make anything happen this season. 
You can block all you want, but Rashaan 
Salaam is just not hitting the holes like he 
did last year. 

The Bears’ defense isn’t the only unit 
having problems on third down. The 
Chicago offense is also struggling in that 
area, as its 29th ranking and 28 percent 
conversion rate indicate. One factor is that 
first and second downs haven't produced 
the yards necessary to avoid constant 
third-and-long situations. 

Another key area where both the 
offense and the defense are struggling is 
the red zone. The defense is ranked 24th 
and the offense is 27th in red zone effi- 
ciency. One thing that has adversely 
impacted the offense has been the injury 
to tight end Keith Jennings. As a blocker 
and pass catcher, Jennings is very effec- 
tive down near the goal line. He caught a 
bunch of touchdown passes on play-action 
passes in those situations last year and his 
absence has certainly contributed to the 
problem. 

Another mysterious thing is that the 
Bears were the last team in the NFL to 
score a rushing TD. I’m not pulling these 
things out of the air. And I’m not being 
unduly negative. These are truths, and 
things that must be looked at if the Bears 
plan on salvaging what’s left of the 1996 
season. 

Another problem—and this has noth- 
ing to with injuries—is the kickoff cover- 
age: The Bears rank 29th in that area, 
allowing opponents to start on average at 
their own 29.3-yard line. These are things 


BEARS FAN SPECIALS 


Mini-helmet 
$24.99 
All NEL ‘Teams Available 


$24.99 


$9.99 


Helmet Lamp 
$49.99 


Golf Hat 
$23.99 


Parking only 


Head Bands/ 
Hair Bows/ 
Scrunchies 

$5.99 ea. 


L-XL $10. 99 
2X-4X $12.99 


Bear Omament Team 


3x5’ Flag $8.99 Sunglasses 
$29.99 $5.99 
all teams, many colleges Cut the Cheese 
j pas T-shirt: 2-Sided 
M-XL $10.99 
2X-4X $12.99 
sweatshirt: 
L-XL $19.99 
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Hard Hat Fleece Blanket 
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Mini mount 2-Sided Heavyweight 
desk flag - 
$14.99 
Win-full mast, 
Lose-half mast 
Bears or 
U of Illinois 


Sweatshirt 


L-2X $26.99 


Two-Sided Baseball Shirt 
L-XL $24.99 


Hockey T Superweight Cotton 
L-XL* Throwback Blanket 


1997 Wall Calendar 


SPORTS WEARHOUSE - 


MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CON SPORTS 
(NYS add 8% tax) 


2140 Seneca St. ° Buffalo, NY 14210 | | 
(716)822-6507 or (716) 837- 
Hours: Mon-Fri; 10-6, Sat. 70-5 
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Scoring 
apought, 


that are correctable. 

If any team deserves to be 2-6, it’s the 
Bears. I feel for the team, but you can’t 
win ballgames with some of the stats I 
mentioned above. 

The main area where the Bears are 
doing well of late is turnover ratio, They 
stand at plus-3 after eight games, which is 
fine. But winning the turnover battle 4-1 at 
New Orleans failed to produce a victory. 

I don’t want to cry about the injuries, 
but losing key players has been a major 
factor in the first half slump. The Bears 
lost their quarterback, their top three run- 
ning backs, their right guard, their tight 
end, their top sacker from a year ago, and 
both cornerbacks at various times during 
the first eight weeks. 

But when injuries hit, other players 
have to pick up the slack. Just look at the 
49ers. They beat Houston with a third 
string quarterback mainly because their 
defense stepped up and knocked the stuff- 
ing out of the Oilers. . 

The Bears will need a similar effort the 
rest of the season to generate momentum 
for the stretch drive and into next season. 


Doug Buffone hosts the “Doug Buffone 
Sports Magazine” Sunday mornings on 
SportsChannel. 


Embroidered! Shorts 
M-XL $14.99 
2X-4X $ 16.99 


$39.99 


Golf Club Covers 


$9.99 $14.99 
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By Joe Stevenson 
Special to Bear Report 


When the supply could not meet the 
demand, the NFL changed its game plan. 

The supply of shoes in the NFL for the 
past few seasons was coming from Apex. 
The demand, however, was for footwear 
of better quality, such as those made by 
Nike or Reebok. 

For instance, one former Bears player 
who had a contract with Apex disliked the 
shoes so much he wore Nikes, but taped 
— spatted, in NFL lingo — over the Nike 
swoosh and had the equipment staff then 
color the Apex logo over the tape. 

He did that, that is, until he was caught. 

That player wouldn’t have to worry 
about it anymore. As of this season, all 
‘NFL players — with the exception of 
kickers and punters — will have to wear 
Nike or Reebok shoes. Those who don’t, 
such as New York Jets’ rookie receiver 
Keyshawn Johnson, who signed a contract 
with Adidas, must cover their logo or wear 
a generic shoe. 

Until this season Apex was the official 

_ Shoe of the NFL. Nike and Reebok were 
limited to 10 players per team who could 
wear the logo exposed. After those 10, 
anyone wanting to wear those shoes had to 
spat over the logos. 

“Nike already “had their quota (of 
Bears) at the time I came here,” Bears 

_ linebacker Joe Cain said, “so I went with 

Reebok. But I’m switching over to Nike. J 

don’t want to knock Reebok, but I like the 
feel of Nikes. They feel better on my 
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bunions.” 
Now, Nike and Reebok have free reign. 


“Apex spent a ton of money. Their ' 


apparel and designs were outstanding,” 
Reebok national public relations director 
Dave Fogelson said. “They were an appar- 
el company though, not a shoe company.” 

Naturally, with the Bulls’ Michael 
Jordan.as its No. 1 pitch man, Nike is huge 
in Chicago. 

Dana Noel, Nike’s Midwest/East Coast 
representative for professional football 
and major league baseball, said his com- 
pany has more than 30 Bears under con- 
tract. Some of the most notable Bears 
wearing Nikes are Erik Kramer, Donnell 
Woolford, Bryan Cox, Curtis Conway, 
Raymont Harris and Mark Carrier. 

“One thing we have in our favor is 
Niketown,” Noel said. “If you’re an ath- 
lete, you can come in and do your shop- 
ping there for your wife or kids. That’s a 
luxury we have in signing guys.” 

Reebok has just burst onto the NFL and 
major league baseball scenes in the last 
few years after targeting its market toward 
the fitness world (running, tennis, basket- 
ball) and women’s sports. 

“Nike’s been at this a lot longer than 
we have,” Fogelson said. “They have a 


long list of athletes to take care of. That’s 
a little bit of an advantage to us (in signing 
new players).” 

;- Reebok is starting to attract some big 
names such as Shaquille O'Neal, Shawn 
Kemp and No. 1 overall draft pick Allen 
Iverson in the NBA. In the NFL, Emmitt 
Smith and Herman Moore top the list, 
while White Sox slugger Frank Thomas is 
one of its best-known baseball players. 

The Bears aren’t the only ones hoping 
for big things from running back Rashaan 
Salaam, a Reebok man who appeared in 
his first commercial with Smith around 
the time of the Olympic Games last sum- 
mer, Salaam walked in with Smith and 
some other select company — Neil Smith, 
Derrick Thomas, Cornelius Bennett, 
Bryce Paup, Rodney Hampton, among 
others — as Smith demanded football be 
included as an Olympic sport. 

“] always liked Reeboks,” said Salaam, 
who went to Colorado, a Nike school. 
“They fit well on my feet, so I went with 
them,” 

“We’re trying to come through with the 
next generation in Chicago with Frank 
Thomas and Rashaan Salaam,” Fogelson 
said. 

Some players really prefer one brand 
over the other for how it feels. 

“My feet' were made funny, so I have to 
get something that’s kind of comfortable,” 
Woolford said. “Nike had some stuff that 
wasn’t fitting, but now they have some 
that fit so I wear them.” 

Nike makes Woolford’s shoes special 
for his wide feet and with his No. 21 on 
the tongues. 
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Players can, however, be swayed by 
financial arrangements. 

“Reebok and Nike are real close as far 
as the performance of the shoe,’ Bears 
defensive end Alonzo Spellman said. 
“There really isn’t any big difference. The 
difference is the money you're going to 
get paid. That’s the bottom line.” 

“They do take contracts into mind,” 
Bears equipment manager Gary Haeger 
said, “but more often than not a guy stays 
with what works for him.” 

Haeger said almost every player on the 
Bears’ roster will have some kind of shoe 
deal. The last few players on a roster may 
get a few thousand dollars, most of which 
they may simply get through merchandise. 
Contracts can range from $3,000 to six 
figures. 

Players may go through a pair of shoes 
in one or two games, so Haeger is always 
on the phone with new orders. Noel deliv- 
ered 140 pairs of shoes to training camp in 
late July and gets orders every other week. 

“Tt all comes down to service,” Noel 
said. “I like to think most of these guys 
come to us because of the service I can 
give.” 

That’s true for one new client, Cain, 
although it may not have anything to do 
with football shoes. ; 

“I can just run down to Niketown and 
pick out whatever I want,” Cain said. “It’s 
pretty cool. You can get the jump on get- 
ting the new Air Jordans. That’s why | 
wear Nikes.” : 

Joe Stevenson covers the Bears for the 
Northwest Herald. 


ATHLETE’S FEET: 
A) Rashaan Salaam (Reebok) 


B) Donnell Woolford (Nike) 
C) Jim Flanigan (Reebok) 
D) Wait Harris (Nike) 


E) Keith Jennings (Reebok) 
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Managing Editor 


Raymont Harris often displays poetry in motion on the 
football field, but that’s not the extent of his life in the prose. 

The Bears’ fullback also writes poetry whenever the mood 
strikes him, expressing his thoughts in a spiral notebook that’s 
as sacred to him as his playbook. 

“T do it whenever I get the urge,” said Harris, a communi- 
cations major at Ohio State. “It’s something I’ve done ever 
since junior high school. It started off with just writing raps 
and stuff like that, then came doodling and writing some 
poems. I thought I had a little skill to be able to do that.” 

Harris says he’s never had a poem published—at least 
until now. The versatile “ultra back” wrote “I Made “Em 
Famous” (right) Aug. 7, 1996 during training camp in 
Platteville. 

“Tt’s pretty cool because the subjects vary fram football to 
current events to social issues to love poems,” said Harris, 
whose family includes wife Leslie and their daughter Shakia. 
“And it can be fiction or non-fiction.” 

' The rigors of life in the NFL have taken their toll on 
Harris, who has missed significant portions of the last two 
seasons with a broken collarbone and a knee injury. As he 
+ returns to the lineup and switches from fullback to tailback, 
his poetry remains a pleasant diversion. 

“Tt’s cool because basically I can get into my own little 
world,” Harris said, “and I like doing that.” 
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| Made ‘Em Famous By Raymont Harris 
As the whistle blows, the patter of footsteps approach 
Ground trembles, heavy breathing, faint screams from the coach 
| know the’ drill; cloge my eyes and prepare for flight 

As the smallest man kicks my backside with all his might 
It’s abuse that | feel every time that | hover 

Over this world of collision that Allstate won't cover 

It’s a dangerous game but someone has to play it 

No other form could say it the same way | convey it 

In a twisted way uniqueness has me a star 

Oblong ...skin of pig, and a huge white scar 

Ridiculed by my peers since the age of Nerf 

From sandlots, blacktops, to Astroturf 

In blizzards of snow, rainstorms and heat 

Extreme conditions that make all the others retreat 

| live this life of confusion because | feel unwanted 
Thrown to the side, picked up, paraded and then flaunted 
The only time of security is in the hands of skill 

Safely tucked away but still with a view of kill 

In a crowded area, slowly pulled away from the pack 
That’s why | fend for quality time with the Ultra Back 

Or Rashaan Salaam, being ejected like a bomb 

Across the sky into a waiting Curtis Conway’s arms 
Hugged like a Bear, | enjoy as | sit there silently 

Even times of enjoyment, |’m thrown down violently 

On the iron grid, I’ve encountered blood, sweat & tears 

A lynch mob of boos, church choir of cheers 

For the logo, team colors, Numbers 1,2,3 

But who’s hero would they be, if it wasn’t for me 

Just waiting to exhale so | could just go flat ‘ ‘ 
And see Butler or Sauerbrun try and kick that 

This branded Wilson on my back, but still remain nameless 
Fade into obscurity while | made them famous. 

Where would O.J. be without me? 


Raymont Harris has experienced a wide range of emotions in his NFL career 


THE GOOD... 
= : 


THE BAD ... AND THE UGLY 


; 7 4 ; 


/ Raymont Harris gained 105 yards on 29 carries A contingent of Indianapolis Colts tacklers show After a promising rookie season in which he 
early this season before Suffering a knee injury Harris that life as a National Football League full- rushed for 464 yards and caught 39 passes, 
in the third game against the Minnesota Vikings. back isn’t always easy--even in the preseason. Harris has been sidelined by two major injuries. 
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Many of today’s players could live 
comfortably without ever working another 
day in their lives. But that certainly wasn’t 
the: case during pro football’s golden age 
when even superstars like George Connor 
were forced to land a second job to make 
end’s meet. 

After spending a typical Sunday after- 
noon terrorizing an opponent at Wrigley 
Field, the Bears’ Hall of Famer would 
unwind the following day by making his 
rounds as a salesman for an industrial sup- 
ply company. 

“T’d keep in touch with my customers 
on the phone during training camp, and 
then during the season I worked every 
Monday and every afternoon,” said 
Connor, 71, who played eight seasons 
with the Bears from 1948-55. “After sev- 
eral years I was making more money in 
business than with the Bears. But that did- 
n't take much,” 

Connor was able to remain active in 

both careers simultaneously because the 
Bears were off on Mondays and only prac- 
ticed until noon on other days during the 
week while holding three nightly meet- 
ings. 


WHERE ARE _ 
THEY NOW... 


The business experience helped spawn 
Connor Sales Corp., a successful company 
that sells corrugated boxes and folding 
cartons which Connor created in 1980. 

“I enjoy selling as much as I did play- 
ing football,” said Connor, who at 6-foot- 
3 and 240 pounds was one of the league’s 
first big, mobile linebackers. 

Connor, among the last of the two-way 
players, played in the first four Pro Bowls 
from 1951-54. He is the only player in 
NEL history to be named to the Pro Bowl 
on both sides of the ball for four straight 
seasons, making it as an offensive tackle 
and a linebacker. 

Connor started as a defensive tackle 
but was switched to linebacker during his 
second season by Bears coaches to coun- 
teract bruising Eagles fullback Steve Van 
Buren. 

Following his playing career, Connor 
served briefly as a part-time Bears assis- 
tant coach before spending 15 years as an 
NFL color analyst on CBS. He was 
inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1975. 

A lifelong Chicagoan, Connor grew up 
on the city’s south side and attended De 
La Salle High School before playing col- 
legiately at Holy Cross and later Notre 
Dame. Connor and his wife Sue have two 
sons, George, 33, and Al, 31. 


George Connor 


-~ 
™~ 


George Connor, shown here dishing out a stiff arm after an interceptiqn 
against the Rams, was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1975. 
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The NFL must have had the Bears in 
mind when it instituted the bye week in 
1990. 

The Bears enjoyed their off week by 


welcoming back a quartet of injured play- 
ers whose absence had contributed to a 
sickly 2-5 start. 

Defensive tackle Jim Flanigan (calf), 
running back Raymont Harris (knee), and 
cornerbacks Donnell Woolford (leg) and 
Walt Harris (toe) were among the starters 
who returned to'practice. 

“Tn all honesty, it’s the first week since 
the opening game that I’m really going to 
have to look and see who’s going to be 
inactive,” coach Dave Wannstedt said in 
preparation for the Monday night game at 
Minnesota. “It’s a nice problem to have. 
We were about as close (to full strength) 
as we've been all 

ears 

Injured we 

}| Bears have 

listed 24 dif- 

player Ss ferent players 

on the injury 

return to report during 

the first seven 

lin e u p weeks of the 

season. 

, Quarterback 

Erik’ Kramer (neck), tight end Chris 

Gedney (foot), defensive tackle Chris 

Zorich (knee) and cornerback Chris 

_ Martin (knee) are out for the year. The 

injury plague has forced the Bears to start 

17 different players on offense and 15 on 

defense. As a result, the Bears have used 

17 players this season who had never 
played before in the NFL. 

“What you try to do is get everybody to 
feel good and believe that we can be a 
good football team and win games,” 
Wannstedt told USA Today. “As a head 
coach, you talk about adversity, attitude 
and respectability. Sooner or later, you get 
an opportunity to see if you can practice 
what you preach.” 

Backup quarterback Steve Stenstrom 
typifies the injury situation. With Kramer 
out and the Bears off to a slow start, the 
scenario was ideal to see what Stenstrom 
could do in game action. But he broke his 
foot on his first NFL play and was lost for 
the season. 

Twice-cut Shane Matthews was elevat- 
ed to second-string less than 24 hours after 
being summoned from a golf course. In 
two previous stints with the Bears, 
Matthews never advanced that far on the 
depth chart. 

The injury layoff was particularly dis- 
tressing to Flanigan, who was forced to 
watch from the sidelines as the Chicago 

| =] Bad reception 

The Bundys and the: 

| Simpsons have flour- 

—— ished on the Fox 
—=—— Network, but the 
Bears haven't been as lucky. iF: 

_The Bears have lost their first five. 
games broadcast on Fox this season, 
a streak Chicago will look to snap 
Sunday against Tampa Bay. 4 

The Bears’ first two victories of the 
season came on ABC (vs. Dallas) 
and NBC (vs, Oakland). 


defense got stream-rolled in consecutive 
losses to the Packers and Saints. 

Flanigan suffered a rare type of muscle 
tear that prevented him from even walking 
without intense pain for two weeks. 

“JT would like to think that I could go 
out there and make some plays and help 


the team out,” said Flanigan, who led the 
Bears with 11.5 sacks in 1995. “I don’t 
know if I could have stopped everything 
that happened out there. I don’t think any 
player can do that, because it’s a team 
effort all the time. But I would like to 
think that I can make a little bit of a dif- 


<@ Bears defensive tackle Jim 
Flanigan returns to the lineup 
after being sidelined with a calf 
injury. 
ference out there. ; 
“It’s always difficult to be 
injured. You always end up feeling 


“W) ostracized no matter how you are with 


the guys. You’re kind of out of the 
loop because you're. not practicing, 
you’re not always going to meetings, 
you’re taking away some of the time 
you can be hanging out with guys 
(because of) treatments. 

“It’s difficult to handle because you 
don’t feel you’re part of the success 
when we have success, or you wish you 
could’ve been out there to try to lend 
some help to guys when we’re going 
through a rough time. You 


men 


just feel helpless.” 
The Bears scored a season-high 24 
points against New Orleans, but the run- 
ning game has struggled all year. But the 
return of Harris and tight end Keith 
Jennings, who has been limited with a 
groin injury since the second play of the 
season, should bolster that area. 

“We've got some guys back that we 
haven’t had for a while, and hopefully that 
will make a difference,” said Krieg, who 
has thrown four touchdowns and three 
interceptions since replacing Kramer. 

“Now just because you have guys 
back, we still have to go out there and per- 
form. But it does help.” 
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Cox invites Sl 
writer to join 
‘cream puffs’ 
Bryan Cox issued a challenge to 

a Sports Mlusirated writer who 
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ay om that have lost to 
the ion Redskins this sea- 
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GAME PREVIEW 


Facts and Figures 


Kickoff: Noon (ct) Sunday, Nov. 3 
Site: Soldier Field, Chicago _ 
Capacity: 66,944 

Playing surface: Net grass 

‘Last meeting: Bears won 31-10 Dec. 
17, 1995 at Soldier Field. Rashaan 
Salaam rushed for 134 yards and 3 
TDs as the Bears won going away. 
‘Salaam’s 1-yard TD run in the second 
quarter snapped a 7-7 tie, and the 
Bears outscored the Bucs 17-0 in the 
second half. Joe: 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 
ON THE AIR 


) 


Television: 
The FOX 
Network will 
televise the 


game live to 
a regional 
audience. 


Radio: 
WGN-AM 


ain (720) will carry 


the game live 
with Wayne 
Larrivee, Hub 
Arkush and 
Dan Hampton 
announcing. 


“Wi 


Series history: Bears le 
‘overall and ees old | 
iChlcaaa ee ae our straight overall, 

at Soldier Field. 


cand six in a row 
at 


Who rates the advantage? 


Positions 


Quarterback 
Running Back 
Wide Receiver 
Tight End 


Offensive Line 


Defensive Line 


Special Teams 


CHICAGO BEARS 


By David Marran 


Comments 


Trent Dilfer has been one of NFL's lowest-rated QBs all year. 


Reggie Brooks has been solid while Errict Rhett held out. 


Curtis Conway has been a lone bright spot on Bears offense. 


While toiling in Tampa, Jackie Harris remains one of the best. 


Krieg has been sacked just three times in first three starts. 


Warren Sapp is emerging as a force in secOnd season. * 


[ia Linebacker Bear trio has been defense's most consistent group. 
| | Secondary Bear DBs have eight interceptions while Buc DBs have one. 


Todd Sauerbrun remains ranked near top of the league. 


Punching bag Bucs a 
sight for sore eyes 


By David Marran 
Bear Report Correspondent 


The Bears are meeting the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers at just the right time. 

The Bears struggled through the sea- 
son's first seven games with just two wins 
and had the always-tough Minnesota 
Vikings and a date at the hostile 
Metrodome awaiting them after their bye. 

Chicago's reward for that hardship is 
two dates with the woeful Buccaneers in 
the second half of the season, the first 
coming Sunday at Soldier Field. The 
Bears conclude the season at Tampa Bay 
Dec. 22. That's not a bad prospect if the 
Bears have to win to get into the playoffs. 

The Bears have dominated the Bucs 
since the team entered the NFL in 1977, 
winning 28 of the 34 meetings. Since the 
Bucs joined the NFC Central in 1978, they 
have only swept the Bears once (1989). 
Tampa Bay has won only twice (1979 and 
'89) in 16 games at Soldier Field. 

Based on this year's numbers, there’s 
no.reason to believe that the Bears! stran- 
glehold on the Bucs won't continue. 
Tampa has done nothing to shake its repu- 
tation as the NFL's most inept franchise, 
losing six of its first seven games. 

Throughout the year the Bucs have 
occupied the NFC Central's basement and 
have ranked at or near the bottom of the 


league in offense and defense. The only 
bright spot came Oct, 13 when the Bucs 
upset the Vikings 24-13 in Tampa. 

Tony Dungy hasn't been able to change 
much in his long-awaited debut season as 
an NFL head coach. 

Dungy knew it would take time to 
rebuild the league's sorriest franchise, but 
the former defensive coordinator of the 
Vikings and Steelers has hit some road- 
blocks that may bog things down in South 
Florida. 

Dungy has had to go to war without the 
Bucs' best offensive player im rioning 
back Errict Rhett, a 1,000-yard rusher in 
each of the last two seasons. 

Rhett ended his holdout last week 
despite not getting the contract he wanted. 

Dungy has also seen limited improve- 
ment from third-year quarterback Trent 
Dilfer, and wide receiver Alvin Harper has 
yet to live up to the promise that he 
brought with him from Dallas when he 
signed a huge free agent contract prior to 
the 1995 season. 

Highlighting Dungy's first year has 
been the emergence of defensive lineman 
Warren Sapp and rookie fullback Mike 
Alstott, plus the continued consistency of 


‘linebacker Hardy Nickerson and kicker 


Michael Husted. 
Still, that shouldn't be enough te top the 
Bears. 
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TAMPA BAY 


Yr. 
No Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Exp. College A 
5 Michael Husted PK 6-0 195 26 4 Virginia Jeff Jaeger 10 Mea 
h Carol Shane Matthews 3 jorida 

6 Tommy Bernhardt P 6-2 207 33 10 ~—_— North Carolina Mark Buttarfiald R Stanford 
1 Casey Weldon QB 6-1 206 27 5 Florida State Tadd Seuierbeiat 2 West Virginia 
12 ~— Trent Dilfer QB 6-4 235 24 3 Fresno State Dave Kile 17 Milton (Wis.) = 
13 Scott Milanovich QB/P 6-3 212 23 R Maryland Mark Carrier 7 USC 
21 Donnie Abraham CB 5-9 181 22 R East Tennessee St. Donnell Woolford 8 Clemson 
22 Charles Mincy S 5-11 198 27 6 Washington Robast dasar 5 William & Mary 
23 Tony Boule Ss 5-10 193 24 2 Arizona Marty Carter 6 Middle Tenn. St. 
25 Melvin Johnson S) 6-0 198 24 2 Kentucky Kevin Miniefield 4 Arizona State 
27 Eric Austin, Ss Sein ee AE] R Jackson State John Mangum 7 Alabama 
29 Kenneth Gant iS) 5-11 203 29 7 Albany St. (GA) Walt Harris R Mississippi State 
34 LeRoy Thompson RB Bil eeii7) 28 6 Penn State Raymont Harris 3 Ohio State 
35 Martin Mayhew CB 5-8 176 30 9 Florida State Tony Carter 3 Minnesota 
37 Jerry Ellison RB 5-10 204 24 2 Tennessee-Chatt. Rashaan Salaam 2 Colorado 
39 Charles Dimry CB 6-0 176 30 9 UNLV James Burton 3 Fresno State 
40 Mike Alstott FB 6-1 244 22 R Purdue Anthony Marshall 2 LSU ¢ 
41 Reggie Brooks RB 5-8 209 25 4 Notre Dame Mike Faulkerson 1 North Carolina 
43 Tracy Johnson FB 6-0 248 29 8 Clemson Michael Hicks R__ &. Carolina State 
45 Tyrone Legette CB 5-9 177 26 5 Nebraska Marlon Forbes 1 Penn State — 
47 John Lynch S 6-2 210 24 4 Stanford * Bryan Cox 6 Western illinois 
50 Jeff Gooch LB 5-11 218 21 R Austin Peay Michael Lowery R_ Mississippi 
51 Lonnie Marts LB 6-2 240 27 7 . Tulane Greg Briggs 2 Texas Southern 
54 Darnell Stephens LB 6-0 248 23 2 Clemson Vinson Smith 10 East Carolina 
55 _— Derrick Brooks LB 6-0 231 23 2 Florida State _ Sean Harris 2 Arizona 2 
56 Hardy Nickerson LB 6-2 233 «46030 10 California Chris Villarrial R Indiana ¢ a) 
60 Jim Pyne G/C 6-2 290 24 3 Virginia Tech Joe Cain a acces = 
61 Tony Mayberry Cc 6-4 292 28 7 Wake Forest Todd Burger * coe oo a 
62 lan Beckles G 6-1- 304 29 7 Indiana Andy Heck 3 ES i. 
64 Jorge Diaz G 6-4 295 22 R Texas A&M-(Kings.) Evan Pilgrim 8 Texas A&M 
68 Joel Crisman G/C 6-5 300 25 1 USC derty Eanionc: a. ONC 
69 Pete Pierson T 6-5 298 25 2 Washington or Bae i Sie Rain 
70 Jason Odom T 6-4 296 22 R Florida i ctus ok 6 Cheyney State 
71 Scott Adams G/T 6-5 315 29 5 Georgia Onis ae lams R Temple 
72 . Chidi Ahanotu DE/DT 6-2 283 «23 4 California sareue Kelas R North Alabama 
73 Regan Upshaw DE 6-4 264 21 R California Tada Para tek 40) \Kenticly 
74, Paul Gruber ik 6-5 296 31 9 Wisconsin Wearptis Speers 3 NWLa. St 
75°. Eric Curry DE 6-5 270 26 4 Alabama Cuiris Conway 4 usc 
77 Brad Culpepper ~ ODT 6-1 275 827 5 Florida Bobby Engram R Penn State 
78 Marcus Jones . DT 6-6 282 23 R North Carolina Michael Timpson 8 Penn State 
79 Doug Riesenberg T 6-5 280 31 10 California Keith Jennings 7 Clemson 
80 Alvin Harper WR 6-4 218 28 6 Tennessee Bobby Neely R_ Virginia 
81 Jackie Harris TE 6-4 245 28 7 NE Louisianna Jack Jackson 2 Florida 
82 Willy Tate TE 6-3 245 24 1 Oregon Ryan Wetnight 4 Stanford 
83 Dave Moore TE 6-2 248 26 4 Pittsburgh Alonzo Spellman 5 Ohio State 
84 Robb Thomas WR 5-11 170 30 6 Oregon State Rob Davis 1 Penn-Shippensbrg 
85' Courtney Hawkins WR 5-9 183 26 5 Michigan State Barry Minter 4 Tulsa 
86 Karl Williams WR 5-10 177 25 R Texas A&M-(Kings.) Paul Grasmanis R Notre Dame 
87 Nilo Silvan WR/KR- 5-9 191 23 R Tennessee John Thierry 3 Alcor St. (MS) 
90 + Jason Maniecki DT 6-4 295 24 R Wisconsin Al Fontenot 4. Baylor 

191 Herman Smith DE 6-5 264 25 2 Portland State Carl Simpson 4 Florida State 
93 Demetrius DuBose LB 6-1 235 25 4 Notre Dame Jim Flanigan 3 Notre Dame 
97 Tyoka Jackson _ DE/DT- 6-2 266 24 2 Penn State 
99 Warren Sapp : DT 6-2 286 23 2 Miami (FL) Practice squad 


South Carolina 
Northwestern 


Brandon Bennett 


Practice Squad Rodney Ray 


=—=-770-— 


49 Kevin Doginn Cc 6-1. 290 24 A ‘Texas A&M-(Kings.) Charles Randolph NE Louisiana. 
58 Curtis Jones LB 6-0 200 24 R Baylor Fabien Bownes Western illinois 
89 Marvin Marshall WR/KR5-10 162 24 1 South Carolina St. Mill Coleman Michigan State 
28 Reggie Rusk CB 5-10 182 24 R Kentucky 
94 Steve White DE 6-2 246 23 R Tennessee sf re = NOLS 

Steve Stenstrom 2 = Stanford 
Injured Reserve =o Chris Martin R_ Northwestern 
88 Horace Copeland WR 6-3 202 25 4 Miami ' iivenatiossch 2 * Syracuse 
52 Wardell Rouse LB 6-2 235 24 2 Clemson Deny Webb P t wWSC 
38 Todd Scott Ss 5-11 205 27 6 SW Louisiana Jason Augustino R Virginia 

Chris Gedne 4 Syracuse 
Did Not Report Chris Zorich Y 6 Notre Dame 


32 Errict Rhett RB 5-11 211 25 3 Florida 


Last 20 Meetings — 


‘Date Winner (Site) 


1995 Bears 31-10(S) | Tony 

1994 Bears 20-6 ty | Dungy Wannstedt 

ss Bears 21-9 (S > 

1993 Lea oe (u) 1 4 Tony Dungy is in Dave Wannstedt 

-' ‘Bears 47-17 (S)_ res his first year as is in his fourth 

1992 Buccaneers 20-17 m | Tampa Bay head | season as Bears 

Bears 31-14(S) | > 4 coach. This is the head coach. He 

1991 Bears 27-0 (S) mS 41-year old followed a 7-9 
aD ] 


record in 1993 with consecutive 9- 
7 marks. Wannstedt, a former 
Dallas assistant who also coached 


Michigan native's 
first head coaching job after serv- 
ing as an assistant with Minnesota, 


‘Bears 27 


Bears 26-6 (T) 

1989 — aeocoe 32-31 on F 
| 

f 


; Buccaneers 42-35, S) Me ; Kansas City and Pittsburgh. collegiately at Pittsburgh, 
1988 Bears27-15(T) tS Dungy was a college assis- Oklahoma State, USC and 
ss Bears. 28-10(S) tant at the University of Miami, is 27-28 and 1-1 in 
1987 Bears 27-26 (T) Minnesota after playing the post-season. He is This is a eA where the 
lp aes Bears 20-3 (S) with the Pittsburgh 10-17 vs. the NFC _ défense has to come up dig) and ff 
1986 Bears 48-14 (S) Steelers (1977-1978) and Central with five of those history is any indication, the Bears 
: Bears 23-3 (T) the San Francisco 49ers wins coming against the should have their way with the - 


Stadium codes: S (Soldier Field), 
T (Tampa Stadium) 


(1979). Bucs in six games. Tampa Bay offense, 
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HARDY NICKERSON 


Jerry Fontenot has been one of the most consistent and 
unheralded performers throughout his eight years with the 
Bears. 

He stepped into a difficult situation in 1992 when he 
took over for long-time starter and consistent Pro Bowler 
Jay Hilgenberg. Since then he has been a constant on the 
offensive line, surviving turnover around him and on the 
coaching staff. Fontenot has been underappreciated by 
both Pro Bowl voters and Bear management. Fontenot 
went through extended contract negotiations before sign- 
ing late in the summer. 

One of Fontenot's constant rivals has been Nickerson, 
who has been the anchor of the Tampa defense since join- 
ing the team from Pittsburgh in 1993. 

‘In each of his three seasons with the Bucs, Nickerson 
has logged at least 122 tackles including a club-record 214 
tackles in 1993. 


Jerry Fontenot Hardy Nickerson 


39 Dimry 
45 Legette 


RLB 


55 Brooks 
57 Jones 


73 Upshaw 
97 Jackson 


25 Johnson 
23 Bouie 
22 Mincy 


56 Nickerson 
93 DuBose 


97 Aeaea 


27 Austin 


JOE CAIN 


Bears linebacker Joe Cain will have to keep an eye on 
Tampa Bay rookie fullback Mike Alstott, who has 
emerged as one of the team's most potent offensive 
weapons in the first half of the season. 

The Buccaneers used the 35th overall pick of the draft 
to select the former Purdue Boilermaker, who prepped at 
Joliet (Ill.) Catholic High School just outside of Chicago. 

Alstott was named Purdue's MVP in three consecutive 
seasons, finishing his career as the school's all-time leader 
in rushing yards, touchdowns and points. 

With Errict Rhett continuing his hold out, Alstott has 
shouldered a great load of the Bucs offense as a rookie. 

Through seven games, the 6-foot-1, 244-pound Alstott 
was leading Tampa with 23 receptions with a respectable 
8.8 yards per catch average. Alstott also had 107 rushing 
yards with a touchdown and was servingyas a formidable 
blocker for No. 1 rusher Reggie Brooks. 


Joe Cain Mike Alstott 


| WHEN THE BEARS HAVE THE BALL WHEN THE BUCS HAVE THE BALL 


RCB 


35 Burton 
24 Miniefield 


LCB 


35 Mayhew 
21 Abraham 


51 Marts 
50 Gooch 


OLB 


59 Cain 
53 Lowery 


77 ECueppet 
90 ‘Maneckd 


i Leben 
Curry 
ge White 
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EY MATCHUPS 


TODD PERRY 


WARREN SAPP 


Todd Perry, a rock in the Bears’ record-setting offen- 
sive line of a year ago, will have to contend with a defen- 
sive tackle on the rise in Warren Sapp. 

Last season, Sapp turned in a disappointing rookie 
campaign after a disappointing draft. Sapp earned All- 
American honors in his third and final year at the 
University of Miami (Fla.), but rumors of drug use 
dropped his stock. The Bucs were able to nab Sapp with 
the 12th pick in the first round of the 1995 draft. 

The 6-foot-2, 281-pound Sapp spent much of his rook- 
ie season fighting off double teams and learning the tricks 
of the trenches. The results were only three sacks and 27 
tackles. 

This year, though, Sapp has improved drastically. Sapp 
has been more aggressive and has emerged as the leader 
on the Tampa Bay defensive line. Through seven games, 
Sapp was leading the Bucs with 5.5 sacks. 


Todd Perry ' Warren Sapp 
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67 Fontenot 
58 Villarrial 


17 Krieg 
9 Matthews 
10 Butterfield 


64 Heck 


83 Timpson 
76 Spears 


81 Engram 


75 Perry 
65 Pilgrim 
69 Polk 


31 Salaam 
44 Hicks 
22 Green (Inj.) 


58 Villarrial 
65 Pilgrim 
63 Burger (Inj.) 


38 Faulkerson ~ 


71 Williams 
72 Clark 


85 Jennin: 
89 Wetnight 
87 Neely 


80 Harper 
86 Williams 


74 Gruber 
69 Pierson 
70 Odom 


80 Conway 
88 Jackson 


41 Brooks 
$7 Ellison 
34 Thompson 


60 Pyne 
71 Adams 


61 yas ds 62 Beckles 79 ee 


64 Diaz 


12 Dilfer 
11 Weldon 
13 Milanovich 


40 Alstoit 
43 Johnson 


85 Rawkins 
84 Thomes 
13:Milanoyieh 
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19th(T) 
22 tidneee 
16th 
2ist 
22nd 

22nd(T) 


Passing Offense 


TOTAL DEFENSE ‘i 
Run Defense | 
Pass Defense : 

40.0% (38-95) 47.4% (46-97) 

50.0% (6-12) 36.4% (4-11) 
66.7% (2-3) 75.0% (3-4) | © 

; 

23.2 KICK RETURN AVERAGE L 

26.7 OPP’SKICKRETURNAVG. | 206 | 1g 

at ree 


4 
2 
152 POINTS ALLOWED z= 
29.4% (5-17) TOUCHDOWNS INSIDE 20 ho oe Ae 
AVG. TIME OF POSSESSION m 
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Expectations will increase 


DON PIERSON 


The departure of David Shula of the 
Cincinnati Bengals and Jim Mora of the 
New Orleans Saints at midseason moves 
the Bears’ Dave Wannstedt up two notch- 
es on the NFL coaching ladder as far as 
length of tenure. 

' He now is ninth in line behind Mary 
Levy of the Buffalo Bills, Wayne Fontes 
of the Detroit Lions, Marty 
Schottenheimer of the Kansas City Chiefs, 
George Seifert of the San Francisco 49ers, 


‘Bobby Ross of the San Diego Chargers, 


Dennis Green of the Minnesota Vikings, 
Mike Holmgren of the Green Bay 
Packers, and Bill Cowher of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. 

Time flies even when you’re not hay- 
ing fun. 

This means expectations will only 
increase in Chicago in.a year when so lit- 
tle is going right. At least Wannstedt 
appears to have kept his enthusiasm, a 
vital ingredient that at last seemed to 
doom both Shula and Mora. The weight of 


Chicago 


the NFL world finally stooped their shoul- 
ders. You could see it on the sidelines and 
sense it in their speech. It got to be tog 
much. 

Mora resigned and Shula seemed 
resigned to his fate. 

“I’ve had ample opportunity,” Shula 
admitted. “The record is what I’m judged 
by. That obviously was not adequate, not 
even close.” 

Mora quit a day after admitting his 
team was embarrassed by the Carolina 
Panthers, an expansion team that had beat- 
en the Saints three of the first four times 
they played. Since three Panther players 
are ex-Saints—Sam Mills, Brett Maxie, 
and Wesley Walls—and Panther coach 
Dom Capers got his start on Mora’s staff, 
Mora’s frustration took on an extra dimen- 
sion. Even when you select and produce 
good players, there are no guarantees you 
can keep them. 

Shula, at 37 the youngest coach in the 
league, left with the dubious distinction of 
losing 50 games faster than anyone in 
NFL history, setting him in stark contrast 
to his father, Don, the winningest coach in 
NFL history. 


Saying goodbye 

Both Shula and Mora seemed relieved. 

“I wish Bruce Coslet and the Bengals 
all the luck in the world,” Shula said. “T 
thank Mike for the patience he’s shown 
through the years as we’ve struggled to 
put a winner on the field.” 

“TI would encourage everyone to con- 
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tinue to support this team and this organi- 
zation,” Mora said. “They work very hard 
and this team is very, very close to being a 
very, very good football team.” 

Mora left with a winning record of 93- 
78 on a team that had never had a winning 
season before Jim Finks hired him in 
1986. The disappointment was four 
appearances in the playoffs resulted in 
nothing but defeat. The Saints are the only 
team in the league aside from the two 
expansion teams never to have won a 
playoff game. 

Former Northwestern coach Rick 
Venturi, a New Orleans assistant, was 
named Saints interim coach after director 
of pro personnel Chet Franklin turned 
down the job. 


Steady decline for both franchises 


The frustrations of Shula and Mora 
built up in more than one year. Shula’s 
best season was 7-9 last year, which made 
the 1-6 start all the more untenable. 
Mora’s last three-and-a-half years have 
seen the decline of the Saints from 8-8 to 
7-9 to 7-9 to 2-6. 

“He snapped,” Mike Ditka told his 
WSCR-AM radio listeners. “What hap- 
pened to him happened to me. He 
snapped, I snapped. When you snap, you 
snap. I feel bad for Jim because it would 
be different if he wasn’t a good coach. It 
just got to him. He had too much pride.” 

Wannstedt is nowhere close to the level 
of frustration endured by Shula and Mora. 
This is the Bears’ first bad season in his 
four years. He already has won a playoff 
game. But his heightened position on the 
totem pole will only raise the bar. The 
eight coaches ahead of him all have 
accomplished more. Each has won a divi- 
sion title. All but Green have been in a 
conference championship game. Four 
have been to the Super Bowl. 


New coach not always the answer 

Changing coaches is as inevitable as 
raising ticket prices. Except in the unique 
case of the Chicago Cubs, the customers 
have to perceive management is doing 
something to win. 

But the only interim NFL coach in the 
last 10 years to turn a losing team around 
in the same season was the Raiders’ Art 
Shell, who finished 7-5 after taking over 
from Mike Shanahan’s 1-3 start in 1989. 

“Football isn’t baseball,” Bengals’ gen- 
eral manager Mike Brown said. “Systems 
are different and wholesale change in a 
system is not often a productive solution. 
In baseball, you can go from the outside 
and bring somebody in. You can’t do that 
in football.” 

Of the nine NFL teams that have 
changed coaches during the season in the 
last 10 years, only three are still on the 
job—Buffalo’s Levy (1986), Detroit’s 
Fontes (1988) and Houston’s Jeff Fisher 
(1994). 

Oilers’ general manager Floyd Reese 
dismissed Jack Pardee after a 1-9 start in 
1994 and replaced him with Fisher, who 
finished 1-5. 

“It’s the last straw, the last resort,” 
Reese said. “If you think it’s going to 
change guys who weren’t playing well, 
it’s not going to happen. Actually, what 
you're doing is probably for something 
that will happen next year.” 


Don Pierson covers the Bears and the 
NFL for the Chicago Tribune. 
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Birmingham: David & Dora Riggins .. 205) 436-4163 


ALASKA 
Anchorage: Steve Mihalka .... 


. A907) 2433077 
ARIZONA. ; 
State Coordinator: Christian Hensley ..... .,.. . (602) 967-3310 
Phoenix: Judy Hurley .........---. 2. -.nsve8 (602) 857-1490 
Sonita; Fred’ Grill... 04.5240 cece eee ewe (520) 455-3649 
Sun City: Art Serbo... 06... 6.600062 e ested (602) 546-5672 
Tucson: Mike Tmelsen .....2..---2 screened (520) 624-2704 
ARKANSAS 
Mountain Home: Ken Bender............... (501) 424-2402 
CALIFORNIA ; 
State Coordinator: Jim Cunningham ........-. (310) 425-0216 
Burbank/Resedo: Peter Hebda .........,....4 (818) 315-3334 
Campbell: Kathy Kiewit ................. (408) 241-3453 
Fresno: Bud Owen. ..... 4046s eu eee peed (209) 225-4098 
Los Alamitos; Peggy Ellingson ........-...-.. (310) 926-0079 
Moreno Valley: Ron Villum (909) 606-9917 
San Diego; Rich Pietras ...... (619) 541-0970 
San Jose: Jeff Hull ...... 2.02.66 c eee eee (408) 229-2016 
April Buchholz .....-.+-+--0+ 00524 (408) 379-7657 
South Bay: Debbie Foster ............-0+0+04 (310) 379-8722 
Stockton/Lodi: Carlos Ruiz .......-....-.-+.) (209) 948-3550 
Michelle Lage Riojas ........-. (209) 476-1380 
Temecula: Robert Olds .......6..++-5++ 02-04 (909) 676-2178 
‘Tustin/Sanmta Ana: Bob Cook .......-.-.+-.+4 (714) 436-1326 
COLORADO 
Aurora/Denver: Tim Stanevich .........-+-+-4 (303) 699-5358 
New Haven: Mark Curcio ............+++-+24 (203) 773-0001 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Washington: Craig Mermills ......-.....--+.+. (202) 387-4749 
Cape Coral: Bob/Arlyn Schifferl......-.....-. (941) 549-3853 
Clearwater: Joe Lentine .........0..sseser ed (813) 781-8355 
Fort Lauderdale: Bill Davis .........-.+....4 (954) 474-8578 
Fort Myers: Luther/Sue Davis ... «+ (941) 267-8217 
Bob/Jackie Kyd.......... ... (941) 768-6920 
Jacksonville: Carole Andonie .....-.-..---.-4 (904) 725-8015 
Lynn Haven: Linda Hamilton ................ (904) 265-8461 
Melbourne: John Saunders ..........+-.+.-04 (407) 259-6104 
Orlando: Bill/Robyn Wilkey .......+....+0.0. (407) 380-2245 
‘Tampa: Sharon Litt ......-- 2... 0.sseeeeee ad (813) 855-1612 
Aflanta; Jim D'Agostino .........+.--.--+-+4 (770) 592-8685 
ILLINOIS 
Central Mlinois: Ray Picl .............-...-4 (309) 688-5223 
Quad Cities: Donna Rissetto................4 (309) 593-2807 
Rockford: Jim Schroeder ............-+-.--4 (815), 874-3350 
Springfield: Jim Speis .......... 602+ eee ees (217) 522-7602 
Tinley Park: Tony/Connie Barrera ........... (708) 633-8363 
INDIANA 
Carmel: Steve Nelson .............0000+--04 (317) 571-8294 
Fort Wayne: Joe Sablic ..............-0-.--4 (219) 447-5661 
Indianapolis: Steve Nelson ...........2+++++5 (317) 571-8294 
Lafayette: Jim Rehfeldt............6..-0. 004 (317) 449-5217 
Muncie: Jean Wheat... 2.0.0... 6.6202 e ees (317) 287-8333 
Northeast: Dave Dean ...........-....-.--4 (219) 356-5793 
Northwest: Jim Rehfeldt ....,....-.....--.-- (219) 6637184 
IOWA 
Cedar Rapids: Jamie Molony ...........-..-. (319) 626-4750. 
Dubuque: Bob Hamilton ........-..--.-.+4-4 (319) 582-6474 
Sioux City: Merlyn Tromayne ............-... (402) 846-5132 
MINNESOTA 
Duluth: Ricardo Acevedo .,......,..-..6--64 (218) 724-4130 
Minneapolis: Sean Barrett... ...........--4 +4 (G12) 898-2479 
MISSOURI 
Branson/Springfield: Chuck Hewitt .......-... (417) 339-4100 
St. Louis; Paul Hansen ..............6.-.-.4 (314) 530-6836 
NEBRASKA 
Omaha: Lenny Rubek .... 2.0.20. eee dl (402) 734-1519 
NEVADA 
State Coordinator: Troy Hattery .............4 (702) 696-9261 
West Las Vegas: Tony Piekos ................ (702) 871-4485 
East Las Vegas: Don Ramos ................4 (702) 459-0388 
NEW JERSEY 
New Brunswick: Gerard Saccente ............. (908) 721-8372 
NEW YORK 
State Coordinator: Tony Pucillo,............. (716) 352-4226 
Oceanside/Long Isl: Kevin Swierczewski .. . « » (516) 354-9152 
Rochester: Rick Thompson .......-........0: (716) 654-7613 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Raleigh: Craig Savico ..... 2... 2.6... eevee’ (919) 851-2270 
OHIO 
State Coordinator: Cindi Davis ........-..... (513) 748-0898 
Columbus: Lisa Caudill ................0.-4 (614) 877-3609 
Dayton: Byron Drazer .. .. 5... ose ets ceed (513) 235-0562 
Portland: Frank Miceli ................... (508) 787200 
|PENNSYLVANTA 
Lancaster: James Plourde .............. . . (717) 399-2990 
Harrisburg: Steve Browne ...... eee nes» (717) 691-0226 
Pittsburgh: James Williams .............--.) (412) 371-2194 
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SOUTH DAKOTA 
Rapid City: Paul C. Thielen ................4 (605) 399-2044 
TENNESSEE 
Nashville: Lurry Schafer .............-.40004 (615) 758-8106 
State Coordinator: Lou Mayo .......-.. <... (214) 727-1493 
Austin: Robert T. Elliott... - 2.20.00. (512) 218-1385 
Corpus Christi: James Mosansky ............ (512) 992-8568 
Dallas: Ben/Debra Williams .......,........., (214) 351-0251 
Houston: Andy Brorsen ..... 2... 2.20.2... . A713) S46-6671 
Ric son: Kevin Sadowski .............. «.(214) 442-3149 
UTAH 
Sandy; Brenda Meta ........... (801) 523-2383 
WISCONSIN 
Milwaukee: Jeff Slagter . (404) 453-0575] 
Oshkosh: Raiph Simek . (414) 235.9220] 
Spring Green: Lary Severtson (608) 588-7443 
WYOMING 
Casper: Chris Crassen (307) Dd O8ee 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES | 
Australia ~ Canada + Japan } 
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¢ Golden opportunit 


Youth brigade 
gets marching 
orders to play 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The Bears won’t treat the rest of the 
1996 campaign like it’s already the 
1997 preseason, but that doesn’t mean 
some of the club’s young players won’t 
get an opportunity to prove themselves 
in the NFL. 

Because of injuries and ineffective- 
ness, Bears coach Dave Wannstedt 
has said that players such as receiver 
Bobby Engram, defensive tackles 
Paul Grasmanis and Marcus Keyes, 
defensive end Carl Reeves, tight end 
Bobby Neely and guard Chris 
Villarrial are among those who will 
see more action during the second half 
of the season. 

Engram’s playing time will come at 
the expense of Michael Timpson, who 
for now maintains his starting position 
despite a lack of production. 

Receivers coach Ivan Fears would 
rather keep Engram coming off the 
bench as the third receiver, allowing 
the rookie to ease into the lineup with- 
out the pressure of starting immediate- 
ly. 

“My feelings are it’s good and it’s 
bad,” said Engram, who has caught 11 
passes for 137 yards and 1 TD while 
also dropping three passes in his only 
start of the season at Detroit. “If you’re 
thrown into the fire and start young, 
you’re going to make mistakes. 
There’s an increased probability that 
you’re going to do something wrong. 
But at the same time you're learning 


A weighty matter 
The average weight of the Bears’ 
53-man roster is 245 pounds, 
making Chicago the heaviest team 
‘ in the NFL. The average age is 
26.5 years. The old- 
est player is quar- 


(38); the youngest 
is tailback Rashaan 
Salaam (22). 


terback Dave Krieg 


a think 


(game experi- 
ence) is the 
best thing in 
the world. In 
the one game 
Il started at Detroit, | feel | 
grew up tons just by being 
in there a whole game, hav- 
ing to play every play.” 
=Bobby Engram 
SSS ee SS 


and getting valuable game experience. . 


“On the other side of that, you do 
make more mistakes and there are 
chances of you dropping more passes, 
or missing a blitz, and I think that’s 
where the concern comes from. It’s not 
an ability thing. It’s more of an experi- 
ence thing. But they’re working me in 
nicely. I like the way they’ve been get- 
ting me in the ballgame. But at the 
same time, if I was put into a starting 
position and I had to do it, I’m sure I 
would go out there and get the job 
done.” 

Curtis Conway, having a stellar 
season with a team-high 42 receptions 
for 558 yards and 3 TDs, says Engram 
is much more polished than he was at 
the same point in his career. 

“T look at his attitude and the way 
he’s playing, and to me he’s just so far 
ahead of where I was at,” said Conway, 
who caught 19 passes for 231 yards 
and 2 TDs as a rookie. 

“He’s come along, and he’s right 
where he needs to be. If we had to go 
into a game starting with him, I would 
feel just as comfortable going in as I 
would with any of the receivers we 
have.” " 

No matter how hard you practice, 
Engram has learned that there’s no 
substitute for game experience. 

“That’s the only way you can 
learn,” he said. “I think that’s the best 
thing in the world: In-the one game I 
started at Detroit, I feel I grew up tons 
just by being in there a whole game, 
having to play every play—blocking, 
running and catching the football. You 
can get better in practice, but the game 
iS more intense and it’s even faster than 


“~ 


Alonzo Spellman watched 


‘month or so in the absence of 


practice is.” 
Villarrial, meanwhile, will 
start at right guard for the next 


injured regular Todd Burger 
(torn abductor muscle). 
“This is only going to help 
us all develop in the long 
run,” Villarrial said. “The 
only way to really improve is 
to get into games, get 
chances and learn from it.” 


ROSTER MOVES: The 
Bears didn’t play Jast week, 
but they were anything but 
idle when it came to roster 
moves. Quarterback Erik 
Kramer and cornerback Chris 
Martin were placed on Injured 
Reserve. The Bears filled their spots by 
re-signing linebacker Greg Briggs, a 
special teams player who had been 
released by Chicago Oct. 1; and moy- 
ing guard Octus Polk from the prac- 
tice squad to the active roster. Wide 
receiver Fabien Bownes and corner- 
back Rodney Ray were added to the 
practice squad. 

Kramer’s herniated disc in his neck 
should allow him to play in 1997, but 
the injury wasn’t healing quick enough 
for the quarterback to return to action 
this season. 


QUICK EXIT: Martin, mean- 
while, tore the anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in his left knee while covering a 
punt in the third quarter of the Bears’ 
27-24 loss Oct. 13 at New Orleans. It 
was the first game of Martin’s NFL 
career after the former Northwestern 
standout was activated from the prac- 
tice squad just two days earlier. 

“T was covering a punt and I went to 
cut back and my knee locked in the 
turf—once again the turf monster,” 
Martin said. “A player was coming full 
speed and I didn’t see him. He kind of 
hit me right on my knee with my leg 
locked. On grass it probably would 
have given way and slipped. It was just 
one of those things that happened at 
the (wrong) time. If it would have hap- 
pened a second earlier or later, (the 
injury) wouldn’t have happened.” 

Martin tried to jog off the injury but 
was told to take the rest of the day off 
after being examined by doctors on the 
sideline. 


bumping an official. 


with disgust as nemesis Steve 
Wisniewski of the Oakland 
Raiders again dove at an opponent 
after the whistle. 

A week earlier, Wisniewski 
had blatantly attempted to injure 
Spellman by launching his body 
head first at Spellman’s Knees. 

“He should have been kicked 
out of the game and gotten a 
$100,000 fine,” Spellman said 
after the second offense. 

Wisniewski was fined $10,000 
for his illegal hit on Spellman 
(left), and $50,000 for his trans- 
gressions the following week 


which included the illegal hit plus 


The whole scenario left 
Spellman wondering how team- 
mate Bryan Cox could receive a 


much larger fine for verbal abuse 


of an official. 

“Bryan gets an $80,000 (actu- 
ally $87,500) fine and this guy 
gets a $50,000 fine for trying to 
take somebody out?” Spellman 
said. “There’s clearly a double 
standard in the National Football 
League. There hasn’t been an 
offensive lineman who's been 
fined big yet. 

“He tried to cut me and they 
gave him a $10,000 fine, What 
kind of point did they make? He 


Rookie wide receiver Bobby 
Engram is among a handful of 
youngsters who will get a 
chance to play more during the 
second half of the 1996 season. 


“T knew that my leg was never bent 
in that position before, but then when [ 
went to the sidelines I was going to try 
to jog it off and be ready for the next 
punt, and then the doctor looked at it,” 
Martin said. “At that point, reality set 
in,” 

Martin says he doesn’t feel cheated 
even though his rookie season lasted 
less than three hours. 

“We could hold team meetings in 
our training room. That's how many : 
injuries we have,” he said. “So what's 
to say it couldn’t have happened in 
practice? At least I was activated and 
playing in a real game when something 
happened.” 


FAMILIAR FACES: Briggs made 
the Bears’ opening day roster and 
played in five games before being 
waived. Polk also opened the year on 
the active roster, but he was inactive 
for the first two games before returning 
to the practice squad Sept. 10, 

Bownes was with the Bears all of 
last season, playing in the final two 
games on punt coverage after a long 
stint on the practice squad. He was 
waived on the Bears’ cutdown to 60. 
Ray played college ball at 
Northwestern before joining the Miami 
Dolphins as an undrafted free agent 
this year. He was waived by Miami 
July 17. 


Spellman irked at NFL’s double standard 


comes out the next week and does 
the same exact thing. So they give 
him a $50,000 fine. They still 
don’t kick him out of the game. 
He’s going to do if again.” 
Spellman believes there's only 
one solution to the problem. 
“Kick him out of the game.” he 
said. “Every tirne he does it, kick 
him out cf the game, Samething’s 
ong with the league. Are they 
? Do they want him to hurt 
somebody or tke somebody out? 
I guess he’s got to blow some- 
‘s knee aut or break sonic 
body's back, and then theyll say 
there’s a problem.” 


—Lurry Mayer 
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- <@ Detroit's Herman Moore faces off Sunday against Green Bay’s Brett Favre. | 
i aS Se 
* By David Marran 
Green Bay Minnesota 2 Tampa Bay 
Packers Vikings Buccaneers 

THIS WEEK: At Green Bay THIS WEEK: Detroit ' THIS WEEK: Kansas City THIS WEEK: At Chicago 

SERIES: Packers lead 66-58-7 SERIES: Packers lead 66-58-7 SERIES: Tied 3-3 SERIES: Bears lead 28-8 

LAST MEETING: Lions won 24-16 LAST MEETING: Lions won 24-16 LAST MEETING: Vikings won 30- LAST MEETING: Bears won 31-10 
Oct. 29, 1995 at the Silverdome. Barry Oct. 29, 1995 at Pontiac. The Packers 10 Dec. 26, 1993. at Minnesota. The Dec. 17, 1995 at Tampa. The Bucs hung 
Sanders rushed for 167 yards, Herman amassed more first downs, more yards, Vikings won their second straight game to with the Bears for one half before 
Moore caught six passes for 147 yards, and ran more plays than the Lions, but accelerate their drive to the playoffs. The Chicago pulled away before 49,475 at 
and the Lions defense forced four four turnovers killed Green Bay. Packer previous week the Vikes had toppled the Soldier Field. The Bears led. 14-10 at the 

-¢ turnovers as Detroit beat Green Bay for quarterback Brett Favre threw three inter- Packers and the following week half and finished with a flurry by scoring 
the third straight year at the Silverdome. ceptions and lost one fumble in the defeat. _- Minnesota won at Washington to get into the game’s final 17 points. 

SCOUTING REPORT: The teams SCOUTING REPORT: There may the playoffs. SCOUTING REPORT: If there was 
have split the last three seasons with the be no stopping the Packers on the hal- SCOUTING REPORT: The two ever a time beleaguered Bucs’ quarter- 
home team winning each game. The lowed ground of Lambeau Field. Entering Chiefs the Vikings will have to contain back Trent Dilfer could have a break out 
Lions haven’t won in Lambeau Field Game 8 against the Tampa Bay are running back Marcus Allen and line- game, it would be against the Bears. 
since a 21-17 decision in 1991. Buccaneers, the Packers had won 10 ina backer Derrick Thomas. The Bears defense has been beaten and 

The reason for the home team’s domi- row and 16 of their last 17 at Lambeau Allen is 36 years old but still plays like beat up throughout the season, especially 
nance each year is simple. Each squad Field. he’s 26. The former Raider was among in the secondary. All-Pro cornerback 
was built for their home field and no two NFC RANKINGS: Offense Ist over- the AFC leaders with 302 rushing yards Donnell Woolford has been dogged by a 
fields are more contrasting than Lambeau all (4th rushing, Ist passing); Defense Ist and was tied for the AFC lead with six leg injury while fellow starter Walt 
Field and the Pontiac Silverdome. overall (1st rushing, 2nd passing). rushing TDs through seven games. Harris, a rookie, has struggled with a toe 
Lambeau features open air and natural NOTES: With receiver Robert Brooks Thomas continues to be one of the injury. 
grass, and most of the games are played in out for the season after suffering a knee NFL’s top pass rushers with seven quar- That may leave the door open for 
cold weather. Pontiac, on the other hand, injury against the 49ers, the Packers tried terback traps. He was leading the Chiefs receivers Courtney Hawkins and Alvin 
is under glass with artificial turf and the to re-sign Anthony Morgan, who caught and tied for fourth in the AFC through Harper to run free through the secondary 
temperature never varies. 59 passes for Green Bay in 1994 and seven games. as the Packers’ Antonio Freeman and 

_ The Lions’ big guns have struggled in 1995, but couldn’t. NFC RANKINGS: Offense 5th over- Detroit’s Herman, Moore have this season. 

‘ Wisconsin. Sanders has eclipsed the 100- Coach Mike Holmgren said Oct. 21 he all (6th rushing, 5th passing); Defense 7th Hawkins caught nine passes for 123 
yard mark just one time in his last four had serious doubt that Morgan, the ex- overall (8th rushing, 7th passing). yards against the Bears last season. 

games in Wisconsin. Included in that skid Bear, would re-join the Packers, who cut NOTES: Punter Mitch Berger’s 32.9 Dilfer hit the middle of the 1996 sea- 


was a dismal performance in the 1994 
playoffs when the Packer defense held 
Sanders to a career-low minus l-yard ina 
16-12 Green Bay win. 

Moore has been up and down at Green 
Bay. While he’s had two 100-yard receiy- 
ing games, Moore has been bottled up in 
his other five visits to the Badger state. 

Quarterback Scott Mitchell has com- 
pleted just 22 of his 56 passes for 268 
yards in his two games at Green Bay with 
three touchdowns and three interceptions. 

NFC RANKINGS: Offense 4th over- 
all (7th rushing, 2nd passing); Defense 
8th overall (7th rushing, 12th passing). 

KEY STAT: Moore was leading the 
NFC with seven touchdown catches 
through seven games. 


him before the season. Morgan was 
apparently still bitter over his release. 

“In contacts with Anthony’s represen- 
tative, it doesn’t look like it’s going to 
happen,” Holmgren said. 

With Morgan out of the picture, the 
Packers will turn to Terry Mickens as 
their fifth receiver behind Freeman, Don 
Beebe, Desmond Howard and rookie 
Derrick Mayes. 

... Holmgren claimed-he never saw the 
list of the 49ers’ first 16 plays that were 
handed over to the Packers by a fan prior 
to the Monday night, Oct. 14 game. 

San Francisco specia] assistant Bill 
Walsh apparently lost the plays when he 
signed an autograph and handed over his 
signature as well as the plays to the fan. 


net average through seven games was the 
second lowest in the NFC. Only New 
Orleans’ Klaus Wilmsmeyer’s 31.9 was 
worse. 

... Return specialist David Palmer was 
having another solid season. Last year, 
Palmer led the NFL with a 13.2 average 
on 26 punt returns. This year, Palmer was 
fourth in the NFC with a 13.8 average 
through seven games. That. though, was 
good for only fourth in the NFC behind 
three rookies. 

.. Running back Robert Smith was 
second in the NFC in rushing through 
seven games, trailing Philadelphia's 
Ricky Watters by 56 yards. The Vikings 
have never had a player lead the NFC in 
rushing. 


son starting to show signs of competency. 
In a 13-9 loss over the Arizona Cardinals 
Oct. 20, Dilfer threw for 229 yards and no 
interceptions. 

NFC RANKINGS: Offense 13th 
overall (13th rushing, 13th passing); 
Defense: 10th overall (13th rushing, 8th 
passing). 

NOTES: Tailback Errict Rhett ended 
his 93-day holdout last Wednesday. 
rejoining the Bucs despite not getting the 
contract extension he insisted was neces- 
sary before he would play again. 

The two-time 1,000-yard rusher is in 
the final season of a contract that was to 
pay him $336,000 this year. Rhett tumed 
down a proposed six-year, $14.1 million 
offer from the Bucs during training camp. 


fF When does my 
subscription expire? 


That's one of the most commonly asked questions we hear at the BEAR 
REPORT. Here's how you can easily find out the answer! 


or 10052567 
is your account number 


10052567 0# B DEC96 


MOVING? 


Don't forget one of your most prized possessions...your subscription to BEAR REPORT. Often we forget 
those items we don't use each day. However, how will you feel next month when your issue covering the 
Chicago Bears doesn't arrive??? 


Please use this convenient form. It will help speed up your request and you won't miss any issues. 


PLACE LABEL FROM MOST RECENT ISSUE HERE 


DEC96 — This is your expiration 
date. Your subscription expires within 
the month of December 1996. 


JOHN Q. PUBLIC 
123 PLEASANT LANE 
' ANYTOWN, USA 00000 


Mail to; BEAR REPORT 
Change of Address 
112 Market Street, Sun Prairie, Wi 53590 


If you still have questions call us at (608) 837-2200 from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. — give us the numbers on your mailing label and we can help! 
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Diels aces a 


(Central Time) 


Sunday, September 1 
Green Bay 34, Tampa Bay 3 
Baltimore 19, Oakland 14 
Carolina 29, Atlanta 6 
Kansas City 20, Houston 19 
Jacksonville 24, Pittsburgh 9 
Indianapolis 20, Arizona 13 
Minnesota 17, Detroit 13 
St. Louis 26, Cincinnati 16 
Philadelphia 17, Washington 14 
Miami 24, New England 10 
San Francisco 27, New Orleans 11 
Denver 31, N-Y. Jets 6 
San Diego 29, Seattle 7 
Buffalo 23, N.Y. Giants 20, OT 
Monday, September 2 
BEARS 22, Dallas 6 


Sunday, September 8 

Washington 10, BEARS 3 
Minnesota 23, Atlanta 17 
Buffalo 17, New England 10 
Detroit 21, Tampa Bay 6 
Houston 34, Jacksonville 27 
Kansas City 19, Oakland 3 
Carolina 22, New Orleans 20 
Indianapolis 21, N.Y. Jets 7 
Pittsburgh 31, Baltimore 17 
Dallas 27, N.Y. Giants 0 
San Diego 27, Cincinnati 14 
Denver 30, Seattle 20 
San Francisco 34, St. Louis 0 
Miami 38, Arizona 10 

{ Monday, September 9 
Green Bay 39, Philadelphia 13 


: WEEK 3 


, (Open Dates: Atlanta, Carolina, 
St, Louis, San Francisco) 
Sunday, September 15 


, Minnesota 20, BEARS 14 


Cincinnati 30, New Orleans 15 
Green Bay 42, San Diego 10 
Houston 29, Baltimore 13 
Miami 36, N.Y. Jets 27 


‘ New England 31, Arizona 10 


Philadelphia 24, Detroit 17 
Indianapolis 25, Dallas 24 
Washington 31, N.Y. Giants 10 
Oakland 17, Jacksonville 3 

Kansas City 35, Seattle 17 

Denyer 27, Tampa Bay 23 

Monday, September 16 

Pittsburgh 24, Buffalo 6 


WEEK 4 


(Open Dates: Baltimore, Cincinnati, 
Houston, Pittsburgh) 

Sunday, September 22 
Detroit 35, BEARS 16 
Minnesota 30, Green Bay 21 
Carolina 23, San Francisco 7 : 
Kansas City 17, Denver 14 
Arizona 28, New Orleans 14 
N.Y. Giants 13, N.Y. Jets 6 
Washington 17, St. Louis 10 
Seattle 17, Tampa Bay 13 
Buffalo 10, Dallas 7 
New England 28, Jacksonville 25, OT 
San Diego 40, Oakland 34 
Philadelphia 33, Atlanta 18 

Monday, September 23 
Indianapolis 10, Miami 6 


WEEK 5 


(Open Dates: Buffalo, Indianapolis, 
Miami, New England) 
Sunday, September 29 
BEARS 19, Oakland 17 
Baltimore 17, New Orleans 10 
Denver 14, Cincinnati 10 
Jacksonville 24, Carolina 14 
N.Y. Giants 15, Minnesota 10 
Pittsburgh 30, Houston 16 
Detroit 27, Tampa Bay 0 
Arizona 31, St. Louis 28, OT 
San Diego 22, Kansas City 19 
San Francisco 39, Atlanta 17 
Green Bay 31, Seattle 10 
Washington 31, N.Y. Jets 16 
Monday, September 30 
"Dallas 23, Philadelphia 19 


Chicago Be 


HOME GAMES IN CAPS 
WEEK 6 
(Open Dates: Arizona, Dallas, N.Y. Giants, 
Philadelphia, Tampa Bay, Washington) 
Sunday, October 6 
Green Bay 37, BEARS 6 
New England 46, Baltimore 38 
Detroit 28, Atlanta 21 
Seattle 22, Miami 15 
Minnesota 14, Carolina 12 
Oakland 34, N.Y. Jets 13 
Buffalo 16, Indianapolis 13, OT 
Denver 28, San Diego 17 
New Orleans 17, Jacksonville 13 
San Francisco 28, St. Louis 11 
Houston 30, Cincinnati 27, OT 
Monday, October 7 
Pittsburgh 17, Kansas City 7 


WEEK 7 


(Open Dates: Denver, Kansas City, 
San Diego, Seattle) 
Sunday, October 13 
New Orleans 27, BEARS 24 
Houston 23, Atlanta 13 
Miami 21, Buffalo 7 
Carolina 45, St. Louis 13 
Dallas 17, Arizona 3 
Jacksonville 21, N.Y. Jets 17 
Washington 27, New England 22 
Pittsburgh 20, Cincinnati 10 
Tampa Bay 24, Minnesota 13 
Philadelphia 19, N.Y. Giants 10 
Oakland 37, Detroit 21 
Indianapolis 26, Baltimore 21 
Monday, October 14 
Green Bay 23, San Francisco 20 


(Open Dates: Bears, Detroit, 

Green Bay, Minnesota) 

Thursday, October 17 
Kansas City §, Seattle 16 

Sunday, October 20 
Dallas 32, Atlanta 28 
Philadelphia 35, Miami 28 
New England 27, Indianapolis 9 
Carolina 19, New Orleans 7 
Washington 31, N.Y. Giants 21 
Denver 45, Baltimore 34 
Buffalo 25, N.Y. Jets 22 
San Francisco 28, Cincinnati 21 
St. Louis 17, Jacksonville 14 
Houston 23, Pittsburgh 13 
Arizona 13, Tampa Bay 9 

Monday, October 21 
Oakland 23, San Diego 14 


(Open Dates: New Orleans, Oakland) 
Sunday, October 27 
Green Bay 13, Tampa Bay 7 
Pittsburgh 20, Atlanta 17 
Baltimore 37, St. Louis 31, OT 
Cincinnati 28, Jacksonville 21 
N.Y. Giants 35, Detroit 7 
San Francisco 10, Houston 9 


ars 1996 Schedule 


PRESEASON 


at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


Bears Opp. 


Date Opponent 
Sat., Aug, 3 at Carolina Panthers 12 30 
Sun., Aug. 1] MIAMI DOLPHINS 24 21 
Sat., Aug. 17 at New Orleans Saints 21 3] 
«|Thurs., Aug. 22 KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 10 14 
REGULAR SEASON 
Mon., Sept. 2 DALLAS. COWBOYS. 22 6 
Sun., Sept. 8 at Washington Redskins 3 10 
Sun., Sept. 15 MINNESOTA VIKINGS I4 20 
Sun., Sept. 22 at Detroit Lions 16 35 
Sun., Sept. 29 OAKLAND RAIDERS 19 17 
Sun., Oct. 6 GREEN BAY PACKERS 6 37 
Sun., Oct. 13 at New Orleans Saints 24 27 
Sun., Oct. 20 Bye Week 
Mon., Oct. 28 at Minnesota Vikings 15 13 
Sun., Nov. 3 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS Noon FOX 
Sun., Noy. 10 at Denver Broncos 3 p.m FOX 
Sun., Nov. 17 at Kansas City Chiefs Noon FOX 
Sun., Nov. 24 DETROIT LIONS Noon FOX 
Sun., Dec. 1 at Green Bay Packers Noon FOX 
Sun., Dec. 8 ST, LOUIS RAMS Noon FOX 
Sat., Dec; 14 SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 3 p.m NBC 


Philadelphia 20, Carolina 9 

Washington 31, Indianapolis 16 

N.Y. Jets 31, Arizona 21 

Denyer 34, Kansas City 7 

Dallas 29, Miami 10 

Seattle 32, San Diego 13 

New England 28, Buffalo 25 
Monday, October 28 

BEARS 15, Minnesota 13 


WEER 10 


(Open Dates: Jacksonville, N.Y. Jets) 


Sunday, November 3 
Tampa Bay at BEARS ................. Noon 
Carolina at Atlanta ........2.0.22-0000- Noon 
Cincinnati at Baltimore .......-......... Noon 
Philadelphia at Dallas ................-- Noon 
Detroit at Green Bay .........-.....--+- Noon 
San Diego at Indianapolis ........-...... Noon 
Kansas City at Minnesota .............+. Noon 
Arizona at N.Y. Giants .........-...++-- Noon 
St. Louis at Pittsburgh ................-- Noon 
Washington at Buffalo ................. 3 p.m. 
Miami at New England ..............+. 3 p.m. 
Houston at Seattle ............2--0+-5- 3 p.m. 
San Francisco at New Orleans ..........- 7 p.m. 
Monday, November 4 
Denverat, Oakland oj...) 2 Fin Seen arees 8 p.m. 
Sunday, November 10 
BEARS at Denver ........-4.0..5.-+: 3 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati...............-. Noon 
Green Bay at Kansas City .............-¢ Noon 
Indianapolis at Miami .................. Noon 
Houston at New Orleans .........-.-.--- Noon 
New England at N.Y. Jets .............-- Noon 
Buffalo at Philadelphia ...............-- Noon 
Atlantaat St. Louis ..............2.+55- Noon 
Oakland at Tampa Bay ...............-. Noon 
Arizona at Washington ...............-- Noon 
Baltimore at Jacksonville ............... 3 p.m. 
Dallas at San Francisco ..............++ 3 p.m. 
Minnesota at Seattle... .........-...-.- 3 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at’ Carolina ...........-.... 7 p.m. 
Monday, November 11 
Detroit at San Diego ...............--- 8 p.m. 
Sunday, November 17 
BEARS at Kansas City ................. Noon 
New Orleans at Atlanta ...............-. Noon 
Cincinnati at Buffalo ................... Noon 
NSGALLHS BU ADOND Gye rete cle = gue s)ates Gis ants ee Noon 
N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis ..............4. Noon 
Denver at New England ..............-. Noon 
Washington at Philadelphia .............. Noon 
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh ............... Noon 
Carolina at St. Louis ..................; Noon 
N.Y. Giants at Arizona ................. 3 p.m 
Miami at Houston .................... 3 p.m 
Tampa Bay at San Diego ............... 3 p.m. 
Baltimore at San Francisco .............3 p.m. 
Minnesota at Oakland ................. 7 pan. 
Monday, November 18 
Green Bay at-Dallas ..........000.00.08 8 p.m. 


Sunday, November 24 


Detroitat BEARS «| 2s: 2. cscs or tet ee Noon 
Jacksonville at Baltimore ....-..-..-+-- Noon 
N.Y, Jeis-atBUREAIG) iS tee. SE Aes Noon 
Atlanta at Cincinnati ..... 6-6-5 Noon 
Carolina at Houston .......-. 6-6-0 s4553 Noon 
San Diego at Kansas City ....-.-..-s.055 Noon 
Denver at Minnesota ......--.--- -... Noon 
Indianapolis at New England ............ Noon 
New Orleans at Tampa Bay ...-..--..-.-. Noon 
San Francisco at Washington ..........+.- Noon 
Philadelphia at Anizona ...........-....3 p.m 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants ................. 3pm. 
Oakland at Seattle ..........+.+.- 2... 3pm 
Green Bay at St, Louis .....-...-.....-.3)p.m. 
Monday, November 25 
Pittsburgh at Miami .......-....-+ 8 p.m 
Thursday, November 28 
Kansas City at Detroit ....,....--..- 11:30 a.m. 
Washington at Dallas ..........+.+.+.+.3 pm. 
Sunday, December 1 
BEARS at Green Bay ....-....-+-.+-.5. Noon 
Pittsburgh at Baltimore ..........-.--+.+ Noon 
Tampa Bay at Carolina ................. Noon 
Buffalo at Indianapolis ................. Noon 
Cincinnati at Jacksonville .........-...-- Noon 
Arizona at Minnesota ..........+.+-++++ Noon 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia .....,........ Noon 
Seattle at Denver. oc. 00 ce )sy sere |e ge Ele 3 p.m 
St. Louis at New Orleans ............-.. 3 p.m. 
Houston at N-Y, Jets. 2... eee ene es SPM 
Miami at Oakland ........--4-++00e4es 3 p.m. 
New England at San Diego ...........-- 7 pam, 
Monday, December 2 
San Francisco at Atlanta .........-...+. 8 p.m. 
Thursday, December 5 
Philadelphia at Indianapolis ..........--. 7 pn. 
Sunday, December 8 
St, Louis at BEARS .....-.......4.45-¢ Noon 
Baltimore at Cincinnati .......-.......+5 Noon 
Dehveriat Green! Bayo... 66 vce) elejneyese wisyois Noon 
Jacksonville at Houston *......,.......-. Noon» 
N.Y. Giants at Miami ......-....+-++--u Noon 
Atlanta at New Orleans ...........-.-.-. Noon 
San Diego at Pittsburgh ................5 Noon 
Washington at Tampa Bay ............... Noon 
Dallas at Arizona)... <y/i,0< ou earns Wed om 3.p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at New England ............-. 3 p.m. 
Carolina at San Francisco ............-. 3 p.m. 
Buf¥alovat Seattle) a. ses. sceivve nein oie mice « 3 p.m. 
Minnesota at Detroit ........---......- 7 p.m. 
Monday, December 9 
Kansas City at Oakland .............5.5 8 p.m. 
Saturday, December 14 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets ..........- 11:30.a.m. 
San Diego at BEARS .......-..-.++..- 3 p.m. 
Sunday, December 15 
St. Louis at Atlanta ..............-..05: Noon 
Baltimore at Carolina ...........-...+-4 Noon 
New England at Dallas ..........-....-- Noon 
Green| Bayjyat Detroit, 6 oo. 35:4 04a) 010 ape os Noon 
Cincinnati at Houston .......-...-.4-55- Noon 
Indianapolis at Kansas City .............. Noon 
Tampa Bay at Minnesola..............-+ Noon 
New Orleans at N.Y. Giants ............. Noon 
San Francisco at Pittsburgh ............- Noon 
Washington at Arizona...............-.3p.m. 
Oakland at Denver ..............-.-.3 p.m 
Seattle at Jacksonville ...............45 7 p.m 
Monday, December 16 
Buffalo at Miami ..............--..--: 8 pan. 
Saturday, December 21 
New England at N.Y. Giants ......... 11:30am, 
New Orleans at St. Louis ............... 3 pm. 
Sunday, December 22 
BEARS at Tampa Bay ............--... Noon 
Houston at Baltimore .................4 Noon 
Kansas City at Buffalo ................. Noon 
Pittsburgh at Carolina ........6.......405 Noon 
Indianapolis at Cincinnati ........-...... Noon 
Minnesofa at Green Bay ............5-04 Noon 
Atlanta at Jacksonville ..............-.. Noon 
IBIAS AEINAY VOCS. (tas cnsie Vafe tors aiele- Clara etayae Noon 
Arizona at Philadelphia ........5.-.... -Noon 
Seattle at Oakland... ...... 2. 00.-54..-.3)pm 
Dallas at Washington ............-..,-.3 p.m 
Denver at San Diego ... 2.2.00. 0.0056 7 p.m 
Monday, December 23 
Detroit at San Francisco’. ..,.......-..-. 8 p.m 
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FRED MITCHELL 


In recent years, the Bears have become 
accustomed to some poor finishes, trailing 
off in December like the falling leaves of 
autumn. 

This season, if the Bears are to salvage 


any measure of momentum for 1997, they 


will have to turn it up several notches in 


the second half of this season, beginning 


with Sunday’s home game against lowly 
division opponent Tampa Bay. 

. When it comes to seeing the Bears at 
their worst over the past quarter of a cen- 
tury, Jack Brickhouse has had a birds-eye 
view. 

Last Sunday, 80-year-old Brickhouse 
was inducted into the Radio Hall of Fame 
during ceremonies at the Chicago Cultural 
Center. His enshrinement made it an even 
dozen Halls of Fame for him. 


Brickhouse, who worked Bears games _ 


for 24 years, recalls the team started out 2- 
5 (as they did this season) or worse 12 
times during his broadcast tenure. Four of 
those years, the Bears managed to wind up 
with either a .500 mark or a winning 
record. After horrible starts, they ended up 
9-5 in 1965; 7-6 in °67; 7-7 in *68 and 9-5 
in ‘77. 


“The big trick (in those slow-starting 
seasons) was trying to hold an audience,” 


said Brickhouse, who also worked the 


1969 season which saw the Bears finish 1- 
13. 

“That was the year right after Gale 
Sayers was carted off Wrigley Field with 
the terrible knee injury. But he came back 
(in 69) determined to get his 1,000 yards, 
which he did. Because of the knee injury, 


he no longer was able to make the great _ 


moves we remember him for. He had to 
tun mostly inside the tackles and his 
longest run that year was only 28 yards. 
Still, he had a tremendous amount of 
pride. That is what I remember about that 
team.” 


Listen up: The proliferation of tele- 
vised NFL games makes it more difficult 
for modern day radio broadcasters to keep 
the attention of listeners when their team 
is suffering like the Bears have been this 
year. 

“Having fewer televised games helped 
us get away with something,” Brickhouse 
said with a laugh. “Say you get the wrong 
guy carrying the football on radio. Who’s 
going to catch you? The arrival of televi- 
sion—not only in football—but in other 
sports, makes accuracy more important.” 


Three’s a crowd: Brickhouse, who 
used to team up with Irv Kupcinet on 
WGN radio, has advice for current Bears 
broadcasters. 

“For one thing, I would reduce the 
number of people in the booth to two,” 
said Brickhouse. “Give me a pro broad- 
caster and an ex-player, and they can 
deliver a smooth performance.” 

Brickhouse said he once debated the 


It’s Time To Call. 


1:900-3 70-9696 


For Exclusive 
Bear Coverage! 


Available from the publishers of the BEAR REPORT is the No. 1 
SUPER FOOTBALL HOTLINE for the Chicago Bears. Via the comfort of 
your home and your telephone, you can now access the latest BEARS 
information as it breaks on the field, in the locker room or in the front 
office. Our exclusive coverage team will be there to bring you the 
action as it happens, twice a week or whenever news breaks, the 
SUPER BEAR REPORT FOOTBALL HOTLINE will become your most 
valued information source on the Chicago Bears. Give us a call! 


SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR ROTARY AND TOUCHTONE PHONES 


$2.00 for the first minute, $1.00 additional minutes. Kids, check with 


your parents before calling. 


Hall of Fame broadcaster 
recalls that slow starts were 
once the rule not the exception 


to the 


broadcast approach of the late Howard 
Cosell during the taping of “Kup’s Show” 
on Chicago television. 

“T don’t like guys who look for nega- 
tives for the purpose of building an audi- 
ence,” said Brickhouse. “I said to Cosell: 
*You’re a gimmick. So let’s just call it 
what it is.”” 


Did you know: The last time the 
Cardinals won an NFL title was 1947, 
when they were the Chicago Cardinals, 
and Brickhouse broadcast their games. 


Kicking in: Bears kicker Jeff Jaeger is 
raising funds for the Leukemia Research 
Foundation in a campaign called “Jaeger 
Kicks Leukemia.” Corporations and indi- 
viduals will be asked to contribute to 
leukemia research for each point scored 
by Jaeger the remainder of this season. 


True grit: You want to see a Bears 
player show some heart? 

Envision Dick Butkus chasing down an 
opposing quarterback, wielding his right 
arm like a billy club? 

OK, that’ was 25 years ago, but it still 
rankled the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
linebacker to see his old team tip-toeing 
through the first seven games of this sea- 
son. 

“My wife and I were watching the 
(Bears-Packers) game on TV and in the 
first part of the game the Bears were fly- 
ing all over the place and making plays. 
Then in the second half they went ‘tank 
city,’ Butkus said recently from his home 
in southern California. 

Butkus said he could understand why 
current Bears linebacker Bryan Cox ques- 
tioned the heart of some of his teammates, 


Brought to you by... 
Chicago 
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Emotions of the Game 


Bears center Jerry Fontenot admits ib 
is difficult not to bring the emotions 
from a tough game home with him. 

"It is a business, but, God, this is 
what I love to do,” Fontenot said. “It's 
frustrating. And I do take it home. It's 
not something that is easy to let go of." 

Fontenot says he is prepared to sacri- 
fice his body for the game he loves. 

"Absolutely. At this point, I want 
nothing more than to play for another 
six or seven years. That is my goal,” he 
said. "I hope the Lord is with me and I 
stay healthy enough to do so. Because it 
is the highlight of my life, whenever ! 
come out there on the football field, 
playing in front of 70,000 screaming 
maniacs. I mean, that's what it's all 
about." 


--Fred Mitchell 


“but those things should be said behind 
closed doors.” 

Butkus played on some losing Bears 
teams, including the 1-13 season of 1969 
“but there was always the embarrassment 
factor that kept us playing hard all the 
time. Folks can tell when you're dogging 
ata 

Butkus admitted there were times he 
and teammates Doug Buffone and Ed 
O’Bradovich privately questioned the 
poor performance of some of their old 
Bears teammates, especially on offense. 
“But none of us had room to say we were 
“All-World’ or didn’t make mistakes our- 
selves out there. We didn’t go run to talk 
to (formet Chicago Tribune Bears writer) 
Ed Stone about other players (lacking 
heart) on the team. Things are different 
now.” 


Fred Mitchell is a columnist for the 
Chicago Tribune. 


injury-depleted quan erbach position. ’ 
* “The last conversation we had about 


‘that.. actually we haven’t had a conyersa- 
tion about him.” coach Dave Wannstedt 
said last week. “At this point, we will just 
stick with whal we have.” 

The negative baggage George britigs 
with him apparently butweighs his pltys- 
ical talents in the eyes of the, Beurs, 
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By Mark Mandernach 
Special to Bear Report 


How do you define “cool”? It’s hard, 
because everybody has his or her own def- 
inition of cool. You know it when you see 
it. There have been dozens of cool Bear 
football cards, at least how I define the 
word. Here are 15 cool ones, in no partic- 
ular order: 


1. Dick Butkus, 1966 Philadelphia 
Gum ($200). The rookie card of football’s 
greatest-ever defensive player. Who’s 
going to argue with Butkus? 


2. Bronko Nagurski, 1993 Ted 
Williams Football ($2). Seeing Nagurski 
in a maskless leather helmet is a vivid 
reminder of how tough players were in the 


CHICAGO BEARS 
DEFENSIVE END 


Featuring football cards and related 


Beauty in eye of card holder 


old days. 


3. Walter Payton, 1992 Upper Deck 
nine-card insert set ($20). It’s great to 
see “Sweetness” through the years of his 
football life, starting at Jackson State. 


4. Gale Sayers, 1966 Philadelphia 
Gum ($225). The pre-Kermit Alexander 
tackle “Kansas Comet” in a classic run- 
ner’s pose. 


5. Sid Luckman, 1948 Bowman 
(S225). Look at this card and hear the 
echoes ... 73-0, 73-0, 73-0, 73-0. 


6. Brian Piccolo, 1969 Topps ($75). 
We’ll have to forgive Topps for spelling it 
“Bryon” Piccolo, Dealers claim a run on 
Piccolo’s only regular-issue Topps card 
,every time “Brian’s 
Song” is televised. 


7. Tom Waddle, 1993 
Fleer (25 cents). Great 
hands, Tom. 


8. William Perry, 1989 
Pro Set (S1). This card 
showing “The Fridge” 
spanking 
Vikings’ center Kirk 
Lowdermilk helped put 
Pro Set on the map. 


Minnesota 


LOST 2 
nae ‘ Opponent Attendance SCORE BY PERIODS Qi @2 Q@3 4 OT PTS TEAM sheen a seen 129 
Sept. 2, W, 22-6 Dallas 63,076 TEAM Sle nck. sto tzptee tale as 13° 58 17" Fon NO" 104 OPPONENTS ........ 145 1590 11.0 62t 12 
Sept. 8, L, 3-10 at Washington 52,711 OPPONENTS .........-- 3 75 451 129!" 30" = 152 F 
Sept. 15, L, 14-20 Minnesota 61,301 INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. Avg. Long TD 
Sept. 22, L, 16-35 at Detroit 70,022 SCORING T RU PA’ RT K-PAT FG S PTS Woolford ...........45 3 32 10.7 281 1 
Sept. 29, W, 19-17 Oakland 57,062 Jaeger .......+ 0 0 Qo. 6,0 9/5 89 0 29 Caner i etic. hap 2 28 14.0 29 6 
Oct. 6, L, 6-37 Green Bay 65,480 Conway ....... 3 0 3 0 0 18 Burton 0 6.2.c esses ses 1 14 11.0 "1 0 
Oct. 13, L, 24-27 at New Orleans 43,512 Huerta ........ 0 0 0 0 aes AT TOTS Minter Ah RES Bs 5 4c 1 5 5.0 5 0 
Oct, 28 at Minnesota COR hs at { 0 0 1 an) FHeIIB he etter ste <0 0, 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Nov. 3 Tampa Bay Engram ....... 1 0 1 0 0 66 Marshall ............. 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Nov. 10 at Denver Flanigan ...... 1 0 1 0 Of 96 TEAM Sees satan tee 9 76 8.4 29 1 
Nov, 17 at Kansas City R. Harris ...... 1 0 1 0 Gr) 16 OPPONENTS. «0.02: <2 3s 9 35 3.9 15 0 
Nov, 24 Detroit Salaam ......, 1 0 1 0 0 6 
Dec. 1 at Green Bay Spedisi\. 6.0. 1 0 1 0 0! 116 PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. Net TB In B 
Dec. 8 St. Louis Woolford ...... 1 0 0 ify Or 56 Sauerbrun ...38 1800 474 387 7 Se 72 0 
Dec. 14 : San Diego TEAM Wore. ok 10 O 8 2 8/8 12/16 0 104 TEAM ......« 38 1800 474 387 7 8 0 
Dec. 22 at Tampa Bay OPPONENTS ..18 5 12 1 17418 9/11 0 162 OPPS we 37 1510 408 354 2 11 60 0 
2-Pt. Conversions: TEAM 0-2, OPPONENTS 0-0 : 
Bears Opponents Sacks: Cox 2.0, Spellman 2.0, Miniefield 1.5, Cain 1.0, Flanigan 1.0, A. PUNT RETURNS Ret. FC Yds. Avg. Long TD 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS.......-...-5-555- 117 132 Fontenot 1.0, Simpson 1.0, Smith 1.0, Mangum 0.5; Team 11.0, ENQTAM ssc vr ute A 18 9 161 8.9 19 0 
RUT Bbn ny aighd seis bos cannes 40 39 Opponents 11.0 TEAM ie ch oor 18 9 161 8.9 19 0 
Passing fer tarr aeutawiastaea gs: au 70 86 OPPONENTS ....... 18 7 A90) s10i6 35 0 
PenaltVicn onto itemise ear) icios 7 7 RUSHING No. Yds. Avg Long TD 
3rd Down; Made/Att ..........+-.- 28/100 38/95 Gieeni at ctos esc 52 232 4.5 19 0 KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. Avg. Long TD 
3rd Down Pet, ......0c eee v renee eee 28.0 40.0 Salaam ........0405- 68 187 2.8 17 0 VERUAGKBON cuca swirls «eR 14 312 = -22.3 37 0 
4th Down: Made/Att ............-.+- 6/12 2/3 Rildarns! feupat citer? 29 105 3.6 23 0 ENGRANTE: at iriwco tae 9 248 27.6 46 0 
AthiDowm: Pets seraniaes easiest severe 50.0 66.7 HICKS Pig rhrioss acta Facts 27 92 3.4 23 0 Faulkerson tsais o/s ot mene clos 3 43 14.3 16 0 
POSSESSION AVG. ......-+-++eeeees 29:12 30:48 TaGarters setae ye 7 40 5.7 23 0 TAMA re ore tes beta scat orate 26 603 23.2 45 0 
TOTAL NETYARDS 3) cia terse oe evieye 2091 2325 ConWayis suckers 3 13 43 12 0 OPPONENTS ...........% 23 613 26.7 90t 1 
Avg. PerGame ...........00++495 298.7 332.1 TIMPSON sete tes si oxarsia os 1 8 8.0 8 0 
TotaliPlaySipawitie Wie ais stvigters' oases ateears 453 449 KraMmOnibyys 593: veo 0a ae pin 8 4 0.5 3 0 FIELD GOALS 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
AVG: \PerPlayism ese cierelertieisiee suites 4.6 5.2 Krieg Sri sry orattctanacis 7) 5 2 0.4 2 0 VABOONS: «ain meno iety saree 0/0 2/2 1/2 5/5 O/0 
NET YARDS RUSHING .............5+4 683 809 TEAM socket ete 200 683 3.4 23 0 Fuels, ccs Able a eee cra pineaaen 0/0. 0/0 3/5 12 0/0 
. Avg. PerGame ....... 2. serve eeees 97.6 115.6 OPPONENTS. ........ 200 809 4.0 63 5 TEAM Ano ses praereeaese A 0/0 2/2 4/7 6/7 0/0 
otal RUSHOSINs ware 5. ..claein ersten r abctse 200 200 OPPONENTS ...........: 0/0 3/3 4/4 0/22 
NET YARDS PASSING .........-.-.5:- 1408 1516 RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg Long TD Jaeger: () () () (46G) (44G, 24G, 40G, 30G) (40G, 41G) (28G, 32N) 
Avg. PerGame .........ss eee eeee 201.1 216.6 Conway ........s005+ 42 558 13.3 58t 3 Huerta: (31G, 35N, 42G, 34G) (37G, 39N) (44N) () () () 
Sacked/Yards Lost .............55- 11/85 11/74 Timpson ........-.045 25 352 14.1 37 0 Opponents: (28G, 43N, 28G) (50G, 44N) (3G, 34G) () (28G) (32G) 
Gross Yards o..25 ion aslhs pois eens 1493 1590 Cartet® ssccsisien seit 13 55 4.2 11 0 (34G, 54G) 
Att./Completions................ 242/129 238/145 Engram ilcsis om strana 14 11 137. 12.5 24 1 
Completion Pct. .............---455 53.3 60.9 GTOGINT 5. ais Ktleckcernre dee so 9 62 6.9 18 AQ 
Had Intercepted ...........seeeeeeeee 9 9 Wetnight...........55 10 129 12.9 38 0 PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TD Int. LG Rating 
PUNTS/AVERAGE ............5006 38/47.4 37/40.8 Greens S02)... xe ereere ¢ 9 6.9 18 0 Kramer ..... 150 73 =—781 3 6 S58 543 
NET PUNTING AVG. ...........---: 38/38.7 37/35.4 Harris fests sy calprcrete 7 134. 919.1 47 1 Krieg ....... 85 50} 678) 4 3. 53t 1805 
PENALTIES/YARDS ......-.......-+ 45/324 §0/372 Salaam .........20005 5 5.4 tit 1 Stenstrom ....4 3 37 0 0 28 1034 
FUMBLES/BALL LOST .............+-. 14/4 13/7 Ja, Jackson............ 2 10.0 14 0 Sauerbrun ....2 2 63 0 Oo 47 1188 
TOUCHDOWNS ............ Buictersts eisai 10 18 Neelys arotarakviens or ecustare 1 12.0 12 0 Conway...... 1 1 33 1 0 S83 1583 
Flushing Metin oatelseeesittsiaenie Ts sierexsenverarenshe 0 5 MONNINGS tiers <i ales 1 6.0 6 0 TEAM ...... 242 129 1493 8 9 ‘58t 677 
FESON ass Goa ant ores nasortodo sda’ 8 12 Flanigan ........ erate 1 1.0 It 1 OPPUne. « i298 «= «145, 1890) 12, 9° (62t 817 
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9, Dan Hampton, 1990 Action 
Packed All-Madden Team (50 cents). 
Yes, Hampton had very large biceps. 


10. Waymond Bryant, 1978 Topps 
(25 cents). The Tennessee State line- 
backer sporting his trademark orange 
wool cap, no matter the weather. 


11. Red Grange, 1988 Swell (S1). A 
beautiful artist’s rendering of “The 
Galloping Ghost” in a leather helmet. 


12. Doug Atkins, 1962 Topps ($4). 
Six-feet, seven-inches of quarterback 
destroyer. 


13. Neal Anderson 1993 Playoff, (25 
cents). Anderson on a power sweep, with 
Tom Thayer and Kurt Becker serving as 
escorts. 


14. Mike Singletary, 1991 Upper 
Deck ($1). The eyes have it. 


15. Erik Kramer, 1995 Score (10 
cents). Hey, I loved those “NFL 
Throwback” uniforms. 


Insanity, hilarity, and stupidity, plus great football coverage as 
“Packer” Dave takes on Len and Steve in the “Bears Den” 


WCBR 92.7 FM Chicago / WDOR 93.9 FM Green Bay 
Mondays, 11 PM Saturdays, 9 PM 


Radio: 


More info / AudioNet broadcasts: visit our website at: www.srabrd.com or call 800-239-7257. 


LOCKER ROOM 


SPORTS MERCHANDISE 


MAKES GREAT 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS! 


| Rico me 
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COMING NEXT WEEK 
CHRISTMAS PAGE 
ORDER EARLY FOR DELIVERY! 


BEAR MERCHANDISE: ORDER ITEMS BY #S 
A: Sport Specs. Made of 100% Hytrel frames by DuPont. 
All lenses offer 400 UV protection. Item #62C. $3.50. 

B: Wallet. Tri-fold black leather with team color embroi- 
dered logo. Item #B551. $24.95. 

€: License Plate Frame. Bear colors, chrome (metal). Item 
#87C. $6.95. 

D: Playing Cards. Team collectors & logo. Item #B553. 
$2.95. 

E: Leather Checkbook Cover. Black -with team color 
embroidered logo. ttem‘#B552. $24.95. : 

F: Lee Sports Button Down Denim. Stonewashed denim 
has Bears and the C logo embroidered on the left chest in 
team colors, 100% cotton. Item #B153-M, B153-L, B153- 
XL, B153-XXL. $44.95. 


G: Bear Christmas Omament. Approximately 3 1/2”. Item 
#B577. $10.95. 


H: Bears Santa Claus Omament. Approximately 2 1/2”. 
Item #B578. $10.95. 


|: Bear Leather Coaches Hat. This leather hat is made of 
100% cow leather with velcro strap adjustment in back. 
One size fits all. Item #B107. $28.00. 


J: Bears Floater Watch. Watch features oval team logo on 
the dial and a “floating” NFL football for the second hand. 
Padded leather strap. Item #B571. $55.95. 

K: Bears Wool Property Hat. Navy bill with charcoal gray 
crown. Plastic adjustment. One size fits all. tem #B104. 
$18.50. 


L: Bears Wool Classic Hat. Black wool hat with plastic 
adjustment. Bears logo on front with Chicago in classic let- 
tering on back. Item #B103. $17.50. 

M: Bears Crew Neck Sweater. Antigua Brand 100% cot- 
ton, off-white crewneck sweater with Bear logo. Machine 
washable. Item #B150-M, B150-L, B150-XL, B150-XXL. 
$62.95. 

N: Lee Sports Team NFL Full Field Fleece. Polyester/cot- 
ton blend with full front embroidery. Grey with navy collar 
trim and the NFL logo on the sieeve, Item #B152. $48.95. 


a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a = 


Make checks payable and mail to: The Report Locker Room ¢ P.O. Box 192 © Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
ITEM # ITEM DESCRIPTION 


Name: 
Address: 
City: 
State: Zip: 
Daytime phone number: 


SHIPPING AND HANDLING - Shipments are sent via UPS. Street addresses only (no 
P.O. Boxes). Charges for shipping & handling are noted. For Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and 
Canada add $20.00 more to the shipping costs. Overseas shipping an additional $30.00 per order. 


®, Merchandise Total 


Shipping and Handling Charges 


*Shipping prices subject to change do to the weight or number of items ordered. ae one pai eater Era Bini Shipping(see chart) 
Payment method: O Money order Q Check O Visa © Master Card O Discover Soe ig sree Sub Total 
$50.00-$69.99.... WI residents: 5.5% Sales Tax 
Card No.: Exp. Date: $70.00-$99.99.... . fre 
Signat $100,00-$199.99 Total tee ll 
ignature $200.00 and above ...scscssccsscsssecseceseees $14.99 Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery c 


ee et ee ee 


FAX ORDERS: (608) 825- 3053 * PHONE ORDERS: oe 837-2200 
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Impact players needed 


Dave Wannstedt’s comments after the 
humiliating defeat to Green Bay seem to 
re-affirm what is becoming increasingly 
apparent: He is denying or avoiding the 
blatantly obvious. 

The Bears simply do not and never did 
havé all the pieces in place. Good teams 
with several impact players overcome 
injuries and adversity and often rise to the 
occasion, as shown by Pittsburgh and 
Indianapolis this season. The Bears do not 
have anywhere near enough such quality 
players, except for Bryan Cox. 

‘The Bears desperately need new per- 
sonnel, but until Wannstedt acknowledges 
this fact, the problem will persist. The fans 
are aware of it, the media is aware of it, 
and even the players are aware of it as evi- 
denced by Cox’s comments after the 
Packers game. The Bears hierarchy is 
either deceiving themselves or the owner- 
ship simply refuses to sign new, expensive 
impact players. The vast majority of Bear 
fans suspect the latter is the case. 

It is extremely doubtful that Erik 
Kramer could ever take the Bears to the 
Super Bowl. But perhaps more disturbing 
is the fact that the Bears would clearly not 
have needed to sign Dave Krieg if Steve 
Stenstrom truly had any potential. 

The Bears obviously need to start with 
a quality quarterback, although I would 
give Kramer credit for pointing out and 
predicting something else which was per- 
fectly obvious to everyone except the 
coaching staff at the end of last season: 
The Bears simply could not afford to lose 
Jeff Graham. , 


John M. Clegg 
Ponte Verde, Florida 


Wannstedt must go 


As a long-time Bears fan one day 
removed from the Green Bay game, I must 


11-5-70 
11-6-64 

11-11-72 
11-14-69 
11-21-66 
11-26-64 
11-28-70 


Ryan Wetnight 
Erik Kramer 
Jack Jackson 
David Webb 


Jerry Fontenot 
Jeff Jaeger 
Todd Perry 
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whole-heartedly agree with several letters 
I’ve read in the Bear Report. It’s time for 
Dave Wannstedt to go. 

It seems to me that Wannstedt just can- 


not coach. Wannstedt may be the best. 


defensive coordinator in the world, but as 
a head coach he falls way short.. How can 
any player on the Bears trust him after 
what he did to Kevin Butler? 

This is a man who coached under 
Jimmy Johnson for a long time. You 


~ would think that Wannstedt would have 


learned something. 

Wannstedt claimed that all the pieces 
were in place at the beginning of the sea- 
son. Well, having all the pieces together is 
one thing, but getting those pieces to play 
together as a unit is another. That takes 
leadership, and, unfortunately, Wannstedt 
is no leader. 

Any time you see emotion on the Bears 
sideline it comes from coach Danny 
Abramowicz, Bryan Cox, or other players. 
The. only thing you see Wannstedt do is 
shake his head, run his hand through his 
hair, or chase down an official. 


John A. Allemand 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado 


Don’t blame the coach 


I can’t figure out why anybody could 
even think about firing Dave Wannstedt. 
He’s a good coach running a pretty 
banged-up team, and looking for answers. 
Without the depth the Bears need, this sea- 
son is going to be pretty bleak. But he is 
slowly building this team up to new levels. 

Yes, we all do remember him saying 
“All the pieces are in place.” Maybe they 
were. But look at all the injuries. Erik 
Kramer is out for the season. Dave Krieg 
is experienced, but he’s also getting old 
and J don’t think he’s going to lead the 
Bears to a playoff berth, much less the 
Super Bowl. 

Sure, there’s always reasons the Bears 
aren’t playing well, But I wouldn't blame 
it on the coach. Look at Tampa Bay. It 
doesn’t matter who the coach is down 
there! 

I do agree that letting Kevin Butler go 
was a mistake, but look what happened. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


PRIVATE PARTY: 20 word minimum 
charge, $15.00. Each additional word, 65 
cents per word. 
COMMERCIAL: 20 word minimum charge, 
$20.00. Each additional word, 75 cents per 
word. 
SPECIAL FEATURES: Bold type headline, 
$5.00 additional. All other bold type, 50 
cents per word additional. 

PHONE ORDERS 

WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
PAYMENT MUST 
ACCOMPANY ORDER 


All ads pertaining to the sale of items, 
services offered or representing a busi- 
ness must run as a paid classified 
advertisement. 


MAIL TO: 
BEAR REPORT CLASSIFIED ADS 
112 MARKET STREET 
SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 


The Bears acquired Jeff Jaeger, who is an 
excellent kicker. 

I do think that getting a new general 
manager would be a move in the right 
direction. But, boy, is it easy to find some- 
one to blame when the Bears start to lose 
a couple games. Do you think that 
Wannstedt says, “Okay, guys. Today I’d 
like you to turn the ball over, miss tackles, 
and blow your pass coverage.” Give me a 
break! 


Ray Chase 
Two Rivers, Wisconsin 


Bad information passed 


I read the Viewpoint articles each 
week, and think I can sum up what many 
Bears fans may not realize. To begin with, 
Dave Wannstedt is a fine coach. There is 
little doubt about that. Tony Wise, Ron 
Turner, Danny Abramowicz ...all fantastic 
coaches. 

The problem with the Bears is that their 
best players have come from other teams. 
Where would this team have been without 
Jeff Graham, Erik Kramer, Marty Carter, 
and Andy Heck last year? About 2-14 
sounds right. 

The scouting organization and Rod 
Graves need to be fired. All of them. Get 
the worst Bill, 49er, or Charger scout, and 
put him in charge. We will all be better off. 
In the media guide I saw Graves’ creden- 
tials and was far from impressed. The 
scouts are equally non-impressive. 


VIEWPOINT 


P.O. BOX 4205, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006 


Wannstedt is not a bad judge of talent. 
These guys are giving him the informa- 
tion! Walt Harris is going to be a good 
one, and this one was Wannstedt’s guy 


Brian Weissinger 
Eagle, Idaho 


Fans must remain loyal 


Like any other Bears fan, I hate to see 
the Bears lose a game. But whether the 
Bears are playing bad or good, I still 
remain a loyal fan. 

Presently the Bears are playing pretty 
bad, but I believe they still have a chance. 
I have noticed many of the fans today 
believe the opposite. Unfortunately, it 
seems that many Bears fans are losing 
faith in the team and the coaching staff. 
For example, when I was at the Oakland 
game and the Bears made a bad drive in 
the first quarter, many of the fans were 
booing the team. 

The fans are too quick to criticize and 
too slow to cheer. The team needs our sup- 
port through good times and bad. This 
team has lots of talent on both sides of the 
ball, but injuries have limited our game 
plan. Certainly injuries are not an excuse 
for losing, but we cannot deny that it has a 
huge effect on a team’s performance. We 
need more Bears fans and less Bears fair- 
weather fans around. 


Chuck Soukup 
Mokena, Illinois 


If there's a Bears item you've been searching long and hard for Act yciqioam| 
want to hook up with other Bears fans in your area, we can help. Your request — 
or offer will be printed free of charge on a space-svailable basis. 

All ads must be mailed to: WANT ADS, Bear Report, P.O. Box 4205, 


Arlington Heights IL 60006. 


All ads that pertain to the sale of items or merchandise, services offered, or 
_ representing a business establishment must run in the Classified Ads section. 


WANTED: Bear football card collec- 
tor willing to trade his unwanted Packer 
football cards for Bear football cards. 

Contact: Jim. Rieble, 121-A Cook 
Road, Lebanon, OH 45036-9211. 


WANTED: Replica Bears jersey with 


#51 or #46, Also, very large Bears patch: 


or emblem for back of jacket. 
Contact: SSG James Gillis, 793rd MP 
BN Tuzla (West), Bosnia, APO AE 


Wiles Finke #1, 


WANTED: Chris Zorich and Kevin 
Butler foorbal) cards Pitw Beurs cards 
and many cards thom other teums willing 
to trade, :, 

Coniact: Bawn Suilivan: S52 Ruy 
Young Road, Carlisle. AR 72024. 


WANTED: Any VHS highlights or 


footage of Boar great Mike S} 


‘Contact; Surfin Percy, 415 W. 25th 


Street, Apt. 2F, New York. NY 10001, 


Jose, CA 95126. rr 


